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Many circumstances have occurred during the last twelve months, which suggest to 
us the propriety of submitting a few preliminary observations to our readers, before 
entering upon our labours for the ensuing medical year, the sixth since the commence- 
ment of this Publication. 

We stated, about this time last year, that, “as Medical Journalists, we had no opposi- 
tion, still less any competition, to contend with ; but that, though we had no literary 
competitors, we had an abundance of enemies, whose malignity was one of our strongest 
claims to the support and confidence of our readers.” Early in the month of October, 
however, an opposition to this Journal was attempted ; if, indeed, that term can be 
applied to a contemptible imitation of our plan, seasoned with an out-pouring of 
vulgar and malignant scurrility, directed against private character. It is unne- 
cessary for us in this place to insist on the distinction between slander of private 
character, and personal attacks, as they are termed, on men who fill public situations, 
and whose character and conduct, in their public capacities, are fair topics of animad- 
version. Of the former, we challenge our enemies to point out a single instance in the 
pages of this Journal ; of the latter, the instaaces are abundant in proportion to the 
occasions which called forth honest censure ; avdif they were not to be found in that 
proportion, our publication would cease to deserve the eulogium which was pronounced 
upon it by the highest judicial authority in the kingdom, that of being ‘‘ a work of 
very great utility.”* That in the discharge of our duty, as independent Journalists, we 
should have incurred the hatred of some individuals, whose public character may have 
suffered from our animadversions, is not surprisivg; but it is plain that the often- 
repeated attacks upon our private character, even if they were as well founded as 
they are false and malignant, would furnish no answer to the facts or arguments on 





* “T feel it my duty to state, that Taz Lancer appears to me to be a work of great 
ulility, certainly of very great utility.”"—Lorp Cuancettor Expon, on dissolving the 
Injunction obtained by Mr. AngRNeEtTHY. 
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which we may found our censure of a public functionary, or maintain the expediency 
of correcting an existing abuse. As a public journal ought never to be made the 
vehicle of attacks upon private character, so neither is a public journal a fit place for 
repelling such attacks. A Court of Justice is the only arena in which we have con- 
descended, or ever will condescend, to meet calumniators who slander because they 
cannot cope with us; for the true source of their malignity is to be found in the vast 
and increasing circulation of this Journal, and in the total and humiliating failure of 
all their attempts to diminish our influence. 

The first wretched and abortive attempt to imitate the plan, and at the same time 
injure the reputationgof Tux Laxcer, was too despicable to obtain even a passing 
notice in the pages of this Journal, The publication to which we allude expired, if we 
mistake not, in the ninth week of its existence ; but its dissolution was immediately 
succeeded by the appearance of another imitation of the plan of Tuz Lancet, precisely 
similar to the former in all respects, save that of being ushered into the world under 
the auspices of respectable, and, consequently, responsible publishers. The arrange- 
ment of our matter was setvilely copiéd in both publications, so as to give to each the 
appearance of a mock Lancer. There were in each an imitation of our Lectures, an 
imitation of our Foreign Department, an imitation of our Leading Articles and Reviews, 
and an imitation of our Hospital Reports. The execution of the design was alike 
feeble in both instances, but the plan was in both instances a servile copy of that of 
Tue Lancer, with one distinguishing exception indeed, namely, the systematic 
devotion of a portion of the columns® of these publications to the aspersion of private 
character. A part of the small capital embarked in the second enterprise was, we have 
reason to believe, supplied by Mr. Brovie, who has derived from it the advantage of 
being enabled to puff himself without stint, though, when the extremely limited channel 
through which his auto-panegyrics are circulated, is taken into the acccunt, the pleasure 
of lauding himself in print has, in all probability, been dearly paid for. In the choice 
of an Fditor, the manufacturers of the Mock Lancer were singularly unhappy, for 
they fixed upon an “ old hack of a Journalist,” who had long since wearied and dis- 
gusted the profession as editor of the Yellow Fungus, and from whose intellectual 
efforts nothing could be reasonably expected, but the dulness and the imbecility 
which have marked the origin and no-progress of the undertaking. The thing still 
exists, but it exists under circumstances of which its friends are ashamed, and with 
a circulation which its publishers must regard as injurious to the character of their 
establishment. 

While we are taking a retrospective glance at these two publications, we cannot for- 
bear noticing the manner in which their appearance was successively hailed by a con- 
temporary, Dr. Jamzs Jounsrons, 4f it be not a misnomer to call him a contemporary, 
who is defunct as a Quarterly Journalist, and moribund asa publisher of half-monthly 
fasciculi. His delight at the appearance of new combatants, in a contest which had 
proved fatal to his own reputation, was equalled only by the spirit of abject humility 
with which he declared his readiness to fight under their banners. It seems to be the 
destiny of the Doctor, in all his literary maneuvres, to accomplish his own humiliation, 
Our first formidable opponent expired in the very week wherein the Doctor triumph- 
antly stated, that Tux Lancer had at length ‘found its match ;” and, at the com- 
mencement of the year, the Doctor underwent the further mortification of announcing 
the decease of his own Quarterly Journal, As to the pamphiets which he still pub« 





ACTIONS AGAINST THE LANCET. $ 


lishes, under the title of Fasciculi, the affidavit which the Doctor makes once a fort- 
night to the fact of theif finding purchasers, affords pregnant evidence of the estima- 
tion in which they are held by the profession. 

Such is the character, and such has been the success, of the opposition made to this 
Journal during the past year. Nor have our enemies been more successful in the field of 
jurisprudence than in that ofliterature. In one of the two actions to which we alluded 
in the Preface to our volumes for the las year, Roberrcx Macteop, the Editor of 
the Yellow Fungus, who had charged us, in his declaration, with a malicious attempt to 
degrade him in the eyes of his employer, and thereby deprive him of the means of sub- 
sistence, obtained Frve Pounns from the jury, as a compensation for the injury alleged 
to havé been done to his professional and literary character. A more trumpery action 
was never brought into a court of justice, and we believe that the jury would not have 
awarded even the sum of five pounds to the plaintiff, if the production of a squib, which 
appeated the day before the trial in this Journal, as a piece of evidence in support of 
the plaintiff’s case, had not been, upon technical grounds, objected to. The weakness 
of a cause, which required the aid of the paragraph iu question, by way of make-weight 
to the charge against us, could scarcely have failed to strike the jury, had the reading 
of the squib, as evidence, been acquiesced in. As it was, the passage technically 
objected to, was, in point of fact, read, and probably made an erroneous impression on 
the minds of the jury. 

The circumstances under which the action, commenced against Tue Lancer by Mr. 
Gurnnare, was abandoned, are fully detailed in the pages of this Journal. The secret 
history of the transactions connected with that action, is now matter of record; and 
we may truly say, that a more unjustifiable attempt to obtain a verdict per fas et nefas 
against a Public Journal, was never yet detected and exposed. The history of these 
transactions is pregnant with instruction to juries, whose duty it may hereafter be to 
protect the press against similar attempts to convert the law into an instrument of in- 
justice and oppression. Let it not be forgotten, that Mr. Gurunie commenced legal 
proceedings against Tne Lancer, with the full consciousness that he had no more cause 
Of action against us than against his owa colleague—that he continued those proceedings ; 
under the persuasion that he should be able to suppress the testimony of that colleague 
—and that he only abandoned them at the twelfth hour, upon finding that his colleague 
refused to tamper with his oath, and co-operate in a conspiracy against this Journal. 

The recovery of damages, in an action against a hospital surgeon, who mistook a 
piece of flint, at the distance of more than one inch from his patient’s entire patella, for 
a portion of that patella, was an event of no light importance, as the result of this trial 
proved that the prestige of nominal distinctions was at an end, and that the attempt of 
six hospital surgeons to secure their colleague from the consequences of his incapacity, 
was justly appreciated by an intelligent and discriminating jury. For the comments 
Wliich we felt it our duty to make on this case, we were threatened with an actior: by 
Mr, Staxxey ; but that gentleman, either in tenderness to us or to himself, forbore to 
carry his threat into execution. 

Of the action now pending against us, for our report of the extraordinary case of 
lithotomy at Guy’s Hospital, in which Mr. Bransby Cooper extracted the stone at the 
end of fifty-five minutes—the average minimum of time in which this operation is per- 
formed by skilful surgeons being five or six minutes—we shall only say that we have 
put a Justirication of the Trurn of the alleged libel apon the record. 
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4 DISSECTIONS.—INTERESTS OF PUPILS. 


The Report of the Parliamentary Committee on Anatomy furnisbes satisfactory 
evidence of the utility of the discussions which have been carried on through the 
medium of a free medical press ; and even the enemies of this Journal must concede to 
us the credit of having zealously urged the expediency of those measures which are 
now recommended to the adoption of the Legislature. The spirit in which the late 
inquiry was conducted augurs well for the cause of medical reform ; and the recom- 
mendation with which the Committee closed its report may be regarded as a first step 
towards the attainment of that most desirable object. Let surgical reformers—and in 
this designation is comprehended the great body of the profession—be on the alert to 
take the field, and be assured that, though political events have for awhile retarded, 
nothing can prevent'the ultimate, and even the speedy, accomplishment of their wishes. 
Lest the recent election of Mr. Lawrence to a seat in the Council should have raised 
a doubt in any quarter, whether that gentleman still remains staunch to the cause, we 
take this opportunity of assuring the profession that when the members of the College shall 
again assemble for the purpose of petitioning Parliament for a reform of abuses, Mr, 
Lawrence will again be found at his post, ready, as he has ever been, to prove himself 
the firm and enlightened advocate of the rights and interests of his professional brethren. 

From the outset of this publication, one of the objects of which we have never lost 
sight has been to promote the interests of medical pupils. We have endeavoured to 
protect them egainst the cupidity, the injustice, and the negligence of their privileged 
teachers ; and we have, on some occasions, endeavoured to protect them against the 
consequences of their own thoughtlessness and inexperience. Nor can it be denied 
that our efforts have been, in some degree, successful, if the manner in which medical 
pupils were commonly treated, five years ago, be contrasted with the influence which 
they now possess, aud the comparative attention which they now receive at the hands 
of their instructors. Pupils may be assured that the remedy of many of the grievances 
of which they have still reason to complain lies in their own hands. 

We shall call the attentior. of our readers, at an early period, to the abuses which 
result from the extent to which the out-patient system at our public hospitals and 
dispensaries has been carried, end to the ruinous influence which that system has on 
the interests of the great body of medical practitioners, 

Before concluding these observations, we must revert toa subject which concerns 
ourselves. There is no charge which has been more frequently brought against this 
publication by those who are interested in upholding existing abuses, and who seek, 
therefore, to depreciate the character of a Journal which they have long felt as a thorn 
in their sides, than that we have dishonourably appropriated the labours of medical 
teachers to our own profit, without the consent of those teachers, and even in spite of 
their remonstrances against the publication of their lectures. This charge has been 
so often, and so confidently made, that we doubt not there are many persons, who, 
however otherwise disposed to think well of this publication, believe that we have not 
only published Mr. Aserneruy’s Lectures without his consent, but that in many, or 
most, of the instances in which courses of lectures have been published in Tur Lancet, 
the consent of the Lecturers has not been obtained. We shall insert the charge in the 
language of one of our calumniators, and we shall be content to forfeit thet influence 
which has rendered us the objects of so much slander and misrepresentation, if the 
answer we shall give to it, be not such as must for ever silence our enemies, if they 
have the smalleat regard for decency or truth, 
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« A few years prricx Macreop, “a set of literary plunderers broke 
ees . Lecturers who had spent their lives in 
collecting , arranging it for communication, and te nr the difficult art of 
coal inetoeatien ane the produce of their lives suddenly snatched from them, and pub- 
Tahed for the of others, with the additional mortification of finding what they had 
taken son pains with, disfigured by had English, and ridiculous or mischievous 
It can scarcely be necessary to remind our reacers of the distinction which we have 
always recognised between the situation of a public ceacher and that of a private one, 
or of the principle upon which we claimed the right of publishing the Lectures of Mr. 
Asennetny. The Lectures ef private teachers, which we acknowledge to be private 
property, we have never published, as we shall presently show, without the consent 
of the Lecturers ; but the Lectures of public medical teachers, delivered within the 
walls of public hospitals, stand, as we have uniformly contended, upon a totally diffe- 
rent footing. We maintained this point fearlessly and manfully against Mr. Anrr- 
yeruy in a Court of Equity, and the issue of the contest was, that the injunction 
which that Gentleman obtained against the publication of his Lectures was finally 
dissolved by the Lord Chancellor. So much for Mr. Anerneruy’s Lectures. Sir 
Astiey Coorer’s Lectures came within the principle on which we relied in our con- 
test with Mr. Anernerny ; but Sir Asrtey Coorer cannot, at any rate, be one of 
those who has been plundered of his literary property, for Sir Astrtey Coorrr gave 
his express consent to the publication of his Lectures. The Lectures of Dr. BLunpexe 
on Midwifery, though delivered within the walls of Guy's Hospital, we did not con- 
sider as public Lectures three years ago, because, at that time, no certificates of at- 
tendance on Courses of Midwifery were required by the Colleges or the Universities. 
We applied, therefore, for permission to publish them, which was not at that time 
conceded. Subsequently certificates of attendance on courses of Midwifery have been 
required, and Dr. Buunpect has not only not withheld his consent from the publica- 
tion of his Lectures in this Journal, but, as they were to go before the public, 
has added to their value by a revision of the proof sheets, Dr. Anmstrono’s Lectures 
on the Theory and Practice of Medicine, were published in consequence of the 
intimation of one of his pupils, that the Lecturer would not offer any objection. 
Dr. Anmstroxo did, however, after the appearance of the first Lecture, object to 
the principle of publishing private Lectures, in which objection we acquiesced ; but 
having expreased his opinion, he added, that he should leave the matter entirely to 
ourselves. We urged the ground of public utility—and as he found that the pupils 
were desirous of possessing his Lectures, he afterwards consented to their publica- 
tion, and acknowledged their accuracy. Mr. A.cocx's Lectures on some Practical points 
of Surgery, were published with his consent, aad the proof sheets were revised by him. 
Mr. Lawnence’s Lectures on the Anatomy, Physiology, and Diseases of the Eye were 
published with his consent, and the proof sheets were revised by him. Dr. Crutter- 
suck’s Lectures on the Theory and Practice of Physic were published with his consent, 
and the proof sheets weré also revised by him. Dr. Spurzntim’s Lectures on Phreno- 
logy in like manver appeared with the consent, and underwent the revision of the Lec- 
turer, The Lectures of Mr. Baanps on Chemistry, and those of Dr. Hasta on the 
Intellectual Composition of Man, were also published with the express consent of the 
Lecturers, All these facts we have had the permission and guthority of the several 
Lecturers to state, from the periods at which their respective Courses were completed, 
as distinctly as we now state them; but we have hitherto disdained to give this con- 
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clusive answer to the calumnies of our enemies, and we have now, once for all, adopted 
this course, in order that such calumnies, if they be again repeated, may be as much 
contemned in all other quarters, as they have been uniformly contemned by ourselves, 
We may further state, that so far have we been from the imputed necessity of seeking 
to obtain Lectures by indirect or dishonourable means, that our difficulty, on the con- 
trary, has been to deal with the numerous applications which have been made to us for 
the publication of Lectures, end to appease teachers, to whose urgent solicitations we 
have not deemed it expedient to yield. 

That nothing may be left unanswered in the above-cited charge, we proceed to that 
part of it in which we are accused of distorting the style, and misrepresenting the 
meaning of the different Lecturers. It is evident, from the statement which we have 
just made, that the only Lecturers who could, by possibility, be injured in this way, 
were Sir Asrtey Cooper and Mr. Asernetuy, inasmuch as all the other gentlemen 
to whom the paragraph could apply in point of time, have actually either acknow- 
ledged their accuracy or revised the proof-sheets of their own Lectures. Let us 
examine, then, the ground of this heavy accusation, as it applies to the two sup- 
posed sufferers; and, first, as it respects Sir Asrtey Coorer. To all who know 
the worthy Baronet, whose non-professional education has, truth to say, been a 
little neglected, it might appear a sufficient answer to this charge to suggest, that 
his English was not likely to suffer much from the necessary repairs bestowed 
upon it in the Reports of Tue Lancer, But we have a stronger argument for our 
vindication. Although Sir Astiey Coorgnr did not revise the proof sheets of our 
Reports, he has revised the exclusively genuine edition of his Lectures, published 
by his nephew Mr. Tyaazry. Now this exclusively genuine edition, put forth by the 
teal Simon Pure, is so faithful a transcript of our Reports, that even the typographi- 
cal errors of our early editions have been retained init ; nay, passages which, from cir- 
cumstances we have formerly explained, Sir Asttey Cooper never uttered, have also 
been faithfully retained in the exclusively genuine edition published by his nephew.* So 
much for the wrongs sustained by Sir Asttey Cooper, as touching the felicities of his 
style, and the faithful representation of his meaning. Now for Mr. Anganetny. As 
regards this gentleman, we have, if possible, a more conclusive answer to the charge 
than in the case of Sir Asrtey Cooper, The worthy Baronet has, in a letter prefixed to 
Simon’s exclusively genuine edition of his Lectures, borne testimony to the accuracy of 
our reports, But Mr. Arernetuy has gone further ; for he has actually sworn to “‘ the 
minute fidelity” with which his Lectures were reported in this Journal. We refer our 
readers to the affidavit which he made on applying to the Court of Chancery for an 
injunction against Tue Lancet,t and we shall merely add, that as the fact of ‘‘ minute 
Sidelity” was sworn to on the one hand, and admitted on the other, we were precluded, 
in the argument, from taking any advantage of the difficulty which Mr. Anennerny 
would otherwise have had in proving that Lectures not committed to writing were, 
ipsissimis verbis, the Lectures which appeared in our publication. 
















































* Had the charge been, that our Reporter, or Printer, had put bad French into the 
mouth of the worthy Baronet, it might, we believe, in one or two instances, have heen 
substantiated. Hotel de Dieu, we remember was, by some inadvertence, printed in one 
of Sir Astley’s Lectures; but this error was faithfully copied by Simon Pure into the 
exclusively genuine edition of bis uncle’s Lectures. 

t See Tus Laycat, vol. v., page 368. 


























oe 2 @ @& 4 2h «2 ose ct 


plac 
clair 
strot 





ANSWER TO SLANDERERS. 7 


We feel satisfied that our readers will now be of opinion that we have given a most 
complete and conclusive answer to the calumnies and unfounded charges which have 
been directed against the character of this Journal. We have shown that, although we 
maintain the right of publishing the Lectures of public hospital teachers, yet, in every 
instance, save one, wherein a course of Lectures, whether public or private, has been 
published in this Journal, it has been published with the consent of the lecturer. In 
the excepted instance, we boldly maintained, and finally established, in a court of 
rquiry, the principle for which we contended, as far as that principle could be estab- 
lished by the retreat of our adversary, and the dissolution of the injunction which he 
had obtained against us. With this exception, for which we take credit to ourselves 
for the exertions we made in vindication of the freedom of the medical press, in what 
respect has our practice of publishing Lectures differed from that of our imitators! We 
have published Lectures with the consent of the lecturers, and our imitators have done 
the same thing. 

With regard to hospital reports, these, let it be remembered, were equally denounced 
by our enemies, when we first set the example of publishing them. The times, how- 
ever, are changed, and hospital reports are now recognised by all, except those func- 
tionaries who, by reason of their imbecility, have cause to dread them, as an integral 
portion of the stock of public information. But there is this material difference between 
the hospital reports published in this Journal, aud those which have been recently put 
forth by our imitators, that the latter have been supplied by the functionaries them- 
selves, who have a manifest interest in suppressing whatever facts may be unfavourable 
to their reputation ; whereas, our interest as clearly lies in giving a faithful and impar- 
tial detail of facts, whether favourable or unfavourable to the hospital surgeons. In 
France, as in this country, where an attempt has been lately made to give currency to 
reports furnished by hospital functionaries themselves, it is well known to the pro- 
fession, that no reliance can be placed on the fidelity of the Reporters. As men, who 
psy themselves without a check on their liberal propensities, are seldom parsimonious, 
so surgeons, who report their own cases, are as generous as Bropie, when their own 
dexterity is to be recorded, and as little disposed to be communicative on the subject 
of their hallucinations and mishaps. 

One word with respect to the increased circulation of Tue Lancer, a substantial 
test, undoubtedly, of the estimation in which our Journal is held by the profession and 
by the public. We believe that we shall rather raise the envy than the incredulity of 
one of our contemporaries, who has expressed an anxiety to be informed on this sub- 
ject, when we state, that our circulation during the last twelvemonth has far exceeded 
that of any preceding year. We should, indeed, deserve the derision to which our 
contemporary has exposed himself, if we had recourse to an Alderman to hear us make 
a voluntary affidavit to this fact; but we will point out a way in which our enemies 
may, if they think proper, obtain evidence of the amount of our increased circulation, 
under a sanction not liable to the suspicion which attaches to a nugatory ceremony. 
They may elicit this information from our witnesses in the forthcoming trial between 
Mr. Branssy Cooper and Tue Lancer. The great increase which has recently taken 
place in our circulation, is obviously to be attributed to the influence of contrast. The 
claims of this Journal to public confidence and approbation have been placed in a 
stronger light by the imbecility of our opponents and imitators, 





OPENING OF THE 


LONDON UNIVERSITY. 


Tue first course of Lectures dedicated to 
the medical classes of this Institution, was 
commenced on Wednesday last, by Mr. 
Cuantes Bett, the Professor of physiology 
and surgery. He prefaced his Lecture with 
the following speech. The theatre, which 
is capable of containing nearly one thou- 
sand persons, was crowded in every part. 
Gentlemen,—It will somewhat diminish the 
oppressive nature of my duty to-day, if you 
will permit me to say, that although I have 
the honour of first appearing before you,— 
a circumstance accidental,—I speak my in- 
dividual sentiments only, as your Professor 
of physiology and surgery. 

The munificent arrangements made for 
science and education, and the numerous 
audience now assembled, must not lead me 
for a moment to assume that the labour of 
the Professors will be light or easy. The 
task which awaits us is a very difficull one ; 
we must win our way to public confidence, 
as if our professional exertions were but 
commencing. 

The success of the University will depend 
on the relation established betwixt the 
teacher and the pupil ; the devotion of the 
one to the interests of science and to the 
instruction of youth ; and the gratitude of 


the other for the highest benefit that can be | 


received—the improvement of his mind and 
the acquisition of a profession: through the 
improvement of his mind, incalculable in- 
crease of happiness, and, by the acquisition 
of a profession, the best security for inde- 
pendence that the condition of society ad- 
mits,— (Applause. ) 

If I value highly the influence of this 
great establishment, it is because I have 
been long engaged in teaching, and have 
experienced all the difficulties of forming a 
medical school. For obvious reasons, Lon- 
don must continue to be the principal school 
of medicine ; but whilst there are many fa- 
vourable circumstances, there are also many 
unfavourable, to regular study; and it is 
now to be demonstrated that it is possible 
to retain that which is favourable, and to 
avoid the defects. 

In colleges, such as have been instituted 
in former ages, the Professors enjoy the 
advantages of independence and seclusion, 
and are removed from the distraction of our 
busy world. It is otherwise in London. 
Here professional men are differently situ- 
ated, and more activity is requisite, perhaps 
of a different kind, less contemplative or 
theoretical—more practical; and, to main- 
tain a distinguished place, unceasing exer- 
tion is necessary. ‘They are on an acclivity, 
or rather in a rushing stream, where they 
will be carried down, if they d> not endea- 


vour to ascend. In the course of thirty 
years I have seen the establishment of many 
schools attempted ; but it has always hap- 

ned, that the temptation of following a 
ucrative practice, has far outweighed the 
desire of reputation to be gained by teach- 
ing ; and, consequently, just when the Pro- 
fessor became useful by the knowledge he 
was capable of communicating, he has with- 
drawn himself: and so the situation of a 
medical teacher, instead of being the high- 
est, and entitling him who holds it to be 
consulted in cases of difficulty,—as being 
of the seniors of his profession, one who 
has withstood petty solicitations, and has 
maturely studied as well as practised,—it is 
merely looked upon as a situation introduc- 
tory to business ; one of expectancy, and 
to be occupied in rapid succession by young 
and inexperienced men. Let us hope that, 
instead of this rapid succession, this Uni- 
versity may be able to raise the Professors 
of science to higher consideration, induce 
men of talents to prepare themselves for 
teaching, and to continue their public la- 
bours to a later period of life. 

With respect to our students, the defects 
in their mode of education are acknowledged 
on all hands: they are at once engaged in 
medical studies, without adequate prepara- 
tion of the mind; that is to say, without 
having acquired the habit of attention to a 
course of reasoning ; nor are they acquaint- 
ed with those sciences which are really ne- 
| Cessary to prepare them for comprehending 
| the elements of their own profession. But 
in this place this is probably the last time 
they will be unprepared, for example, for 
such subjects as we must touch on to-day. 
In future they will come here to apply the 
principles they have acquired in the other 
class rooms to anew and more useful science. 

Another disadvantage of the mode of con- 
ducting our medical schools, has arisen from 
the too numerous engagements of the heads 
of schools, and a want of the necessary di- 
vision of labour. In consequence of this, 
there is no one to take an interest in the 
student's welfare—to recommend regula- 
rity—to observe his character—to notice 
his moral or religious conduct. Ia short, 
there can be no condition more solitary and 
neglected than that of a young man, who 
has come to London to pursue his studies, 
until he form his own society; and thus, 
without a guide, he makes the first and 
most difficult step in life,—that which may 
give a colour to all his future objects, How 
different his condition here! Instead of 
the unnoticed privacy of his chamber, where 
there is nothing to give him the hope of 
distinction through study, or to gild his 
prospects—and how prone is genius to be 
distrustful of itself, and to add gloom to 
poverty and solitude; here he is watched 
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with solicitude, not by his Professors only, 
but by those able and willing to raise him to 
the distinction he shall deserve; men of 
extensive influeace, who have given abun- 
dant proofs of their desire to display the 
fair rewards of virtue, to foster genius, and 
to open the prospects of the unfriended 
student. (Cheers.) 

There is a character that attaches to our 
medical students, which well deserves the 
consideration of all who desire their im- 
provement. Besides the pleasure and the 
independence of mind which a young man 
finds resulting from habits of study, there is 
something peculiar in the character of the 
medical student. 

Ilis occupations lead him off from autho- 
rity at an immature and dangerous time of 
life. ‘The pursuit of experimental philoso- 
phy, and the history of those sciences to 
which he is now introduced, tend to give 
him a mean opinion of the efforts of indivi- 
duals, and to beget a suspicion of any thing 
like authoritative language. His mind sud- 
denly illuminated, and feeling al! the de- 
lights which arise from the contemplation of 
nature, and the cultivation of science, if you 
love him and value his permanent good, 
touch with extreme delicacy upon his reli- 
gious opinions. ‘The man of classical ac- 


complishments only has lost his influence | 


upon him, and hence arises a jealousy in 
many pious and learned men of the culti- 
vators of philosophy. They find, they 
scarcely know how, that the youth have 
escaped from their controul. ‘To our stu- 
dents, books are no longer talismans and 
spells; they have no respect for antiquity, 
and names have no authority with them. 
Taught to surrender their judgment to ex- 
periment only, can we be surprised that 
they require to be reasoned with? and te 
have the example before them of men 
highly informed in those departments of 
knowledge which they are in the habit of 
considering the test of intellectual emi- 
nence? 

In classical learning,—that is, in works 
of imagination,—the ancients must have an- 
ticipated all the most natural and obvious 
allusions, and in simplicity, force, and 
beauty, far surpass the moderns, But in 
physical science, the course of discovery is 
progressive and expanding, and the facts 
discovered daily are more and more inte- 
resting and important. ‘The consequence is 
naturally this: the student of the former 
are more amenabie to authority: they look 
back on ancient timesas being worthy of all 
admiration, whilst the student of the latter 
class is conscious that he knows a great deal 
more than the most ingenious or inquisitive 
of those who lived a hundred years before 
him, and considers them as having lived in 
the childhood of the world, 


NIVERSITY. 


I do not speak of this condition of mind in 
our students as an advantage, but merely as 
a too natural consequence of their mode of 
education. As an advocate for that body of 
men with whom | have been so long con- 
nected, 1 ask, if we shall not find clergymen 
who, animated by a zeal for religion, will fit 
themselves to become guides to this im- 
portant class—by acquiring another claim 
upon their attention, besides the authority 
in which they are already clothed, and who 
shall maintain their superiority by the ex- 
tent of their scientific acquirements, being 
such as can be best appreciated by these 
young men. 


If religious duties have, in the early part 
of life, been taught with parental affection — 
| if the voluntary labours of some of our pro- 
| fessors extend these lessons in a manner 
|}suited to the growing capacity of our stu- 

dents—if our students have a place of pub- 
j lic worship, and if, on such occasions, they 

are under the eye of those by whom they 
have been instructed during the week, 
|there is, in this respect, incalculable im- 
| provement in their condition. 

When the indifference with which young 
men are apt to look on this subject shall have 
given place to experience and mature re- 
tlection,—when they shall have learned the 
|importance of right principles and just 
modes of thinking, and look back with 
gratitude to the examples they have had in 
this place,—then may the University be 
said to be established ; for its establishment 
must ultimately depend on the character of 
those educated in it, and their influence on 
society. At present, whilst this beautiful 
edifice is incomplete, and the labours of the 
| workmen are only suspended, and clamour 
| is excited, ic requires some exertion of the 
mind to rid us of the influence of these press- 
ing circumstances, and fully to anticipate 
and appreciate the advantages to be derived 
from this College, and not from this College 
only, but from others formed after its exam- 
ple, by the exertions of those who, although 
they may not have had the genius to con- 
ceive the plan, yet may have the virtue to 
imitate it. (Great applause.) 

There is only one more reflection which I 
shall venture to express—great advantage 
and satisfaction result from a combination of 
learned men, each active in his own sphere, 
whilst all combine for the greater object ; and 
what so laudable and inspiring as the im- 
provement of science and literature! (for [ 
deem the right teaching any department of 
science the surest way of improving it). But, 
however much men feel the advantage and 
necessity of such combinations, they seldom 
combine, unless drawn together by the tie 
of some regular establishment. 

One happy effect of this is, the uninter- 
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rupted of science; for, hitherto, 
those who have taught in our , have 
had successors to their places, without suc- 
cessors to their information or their opinions. 
Too often, those who succeed, attempt to 
depreciate the labours of their predecessors ; 
but where the professors are united, this 
cannot take place. The opinion and the 
modes of teaching are appreciated and re- 
membered when the individual is lost, and 
the course of improvement rolls ou un- 
broken from one age to another. Ia Uni- 
Versities, a posthumous reputation supplies 
the interval after the loss of a great man, 
till new men of authority arise. In the 
general body the excellence, whatever it 
may be, is perpetuated, because the society 
is permanent, and not fluctuating with the 
students. 

This mutual aid, this common interest, 
these high abjects, I trust, will unite us in 
the most friendly intercourse, and will be a 
lasting source of gratification and advantage. 

[The Professor now entered into a 
long disquisition, with a view of removing 
the mistaken notion of the young student, 
that there is an irregularity, not a complete 
adaptation of all the different parts one to 
another, in the human system, adverting 
particularly to the circulation of the blood, 
which he demonstrated by the laws of hy- 
draulics; but time did not permit him to 


descant upon it to the extent he wished. ] 
He concluded thus :— 

I must interrupt this inquiry for the pre- 
sent, but I mean to extend my examples in 
a future Lecture, and to go generally into 





the subject, that I may at last have, as it 


were, the privilege and the pleasure of| 
drawing you to the conclusion, that what | 
appears irregular and accidental in the hu- 
man frame, arises from our ignorance ; for 
when we approach the inquiry with humi- 
lity and due diligence, the proofs of design 
and order multiply in proportion to the 
knowledge we possess, and as the subject 
rises in mterest, we are borne away in ad- 
miration ; and here let me say, gentlemen, 
that admiration is involuntary praise. (Loud 
applause.) 

At the conclusion of the Lecture, the 
warden announced that the whole of the 
University was open to the inspection of 
the persons present. 

Among the many judicious arrangements 
which have been made for the accommo- 
dation of pupils, is one which will obviate 
some of the objections that have been raised 
against the institution. The lower part of 
the building has been fitted up as a refresh- 
vent room, in which the students may be 
supplied, at a very moderate rate, with 
dinners, breakfasts, and other refreshments. 
Any thing like an approach to luxury has 





heen wisely avoided, but all that is neces- 
sary and convenient is furnished, ' 


CONDITION OF THE BLOOD 


FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 


—a—— 


ON THE CONDITION OF THE BLOOD AND THE 
VESSELS IN INFLAMMATION,” 

Tue numerous experiments of Haller and 

Spallanzani, and the more recent ones of 

Doellinger, Thomson, and Hastings, might 


| Seem to have completely exhausted the in- 


formation to be derived from the use of the 
microscope, with regard to the phenomena 
of inflammation ; it appears, however, from 
Dr. Kaltenbrenner’s most elaborate work, 
that this is by no means the case; his ob- 
servations, in some respects only, confirm 
those of his predecessors; but in others 
evidently lead to contrary results. 

Our author has chosen for his observa- 
tions the organs of animals of three different 
classes: the tail of the cobitis fossilis, the 
web of the frog’s foot, the lungs of the frog 
and salamander, the mesentery and liver of 
the frog, the mesentery, liver, and mucous 
intestinal membrane of the rat and rabbit, 
aud the spleen of the mouse. The means 
by which inflammation was excited in these 
organs, were also very various; incision, 
contusion, and puncture ; laceration, pres- 
sure, burning, cold, and heat; exposure of 
the intestines to air, water, and different 
gases ; hunger and poisons ; especially sub- 
limate, ammonia, alcohol, opium, and the 
muriatesa of soda and ammonia, were suc- 
cessfully employed for this purpose. The 
action of these different means on the 
living body, produced infinite modifications 
in the circulation of the blood, and in the 
vessels; all which, censidered under a cer- 
tain point of view, the author is led to re- 
gard as being founded on one and the same 
organic process. 

After death, the arteries are found empty, 
the blood having entirely passed into the 
veins ; this phenomenon was well known to 
Haller, and he observed it very accurately 
in the mesentery of the frog. The suc- 
cessive changes which, by means of the 
microscope, are seen in an organ at the mo- 
ment of its being deprived of life, are the 
following: on the approach of death, the 
column of blood in the arteries gradually 
diminishes in size, till, at last, the vessels 
contain only half of the usual quantity ; the 
stream is uninterrupted, rapid, and without 
any visible pulsations, which, however, may 
be observed after some time, corresponding 
with those of the heart, and gradually be- 
coming more and more distinct; at last, 





* Experimenta circa statum sanguinis et 
vasorum in inflammatione, aort. J. Kalten- 
brenner, M.D., and Magendie’s Journal. 
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however, they become unequal and indis- 
tinct, , at the same time, the columa of 
blood decreases, till it disappears entirely ; 
the arteries are mow quite empty, and 
organic life is extinct. Whilst the arterial 
stream is uninterrupted, no disturbance is 
observed in the veins; but as soon as the 
arterial circulation becomes unequal and 
irregular, the blood is accumulated in the 
veins ; and from the moment that no more 
blood is carried into them, that which they 
contain stagnates entirely, retaining how- 
ever, for some time, an undulatory motion, 
ing into the branches, and then return- 
ing again; these undulations gradually di- 
minish, and become reduced to smaller 
limits; the globules of the blood are con- 
glomerated, all spontaneous motion ceases, 
and the mechanical laws determine its fur- 
ther direction. This undulation of the ve- 
nous blood is observed not only in dying 
animals, but also in parts divided from the 
living body, and in those which, by a very 
tight ligature, have been separated from the 
system. In these cages, the arteries are | 
emptied as soon as they receive no more | 
blood; the fluid of the capillary vessels, 
from this moment, is thrown into undula- 
tions, which press the blood towards the 
veins, and, lastly, terminates ir complete 
stagnation. This fact is a decisive proof, 
that the motion of the blood in the smaller 
arteries, and especially in the capillary 
system and veins, is, in some degree, inde- 
pendent of the action of the heart. 

It is a general opinion, that after death 
the blood is equally distributed to all the 
organs of the body, unless any of them had 
been the seat of inflammation; this is not 
the case: in the extremities, the serous 
membranes, the lungs, &c., the blood re- 
tires from the capillary system into the 
larger veins; in other organs, as, for in- 
stance, in the spleen and liver, the capillary 
vessels do not completely empty themselves. 
It is very interesting to observe that in 
fishes, the blood of the smaller vessels is 
not emptied into the veius, but that from 
the moment when the circulation is arrested, 
it is infiltrated into the cellular tissue, where 
it is found in reddish masses ; a fact, which 
can only be accounted for, by assuming that 
these small vessels are canals without proper 
parietes. In the liver of the frog, the same 
appears to take place, but not in that of the 
rabbit, which, after death, is found most 
beautifully injected. 

M. Kaltenbrenner endeavoured to dis- 
tinguish the red and white substance, which 
some anatomists say they have discovered 
in the structure of the liver; but having 
never succeeded, he doubts the existence of 
these two substances, and accounts for the 
error of these anatomists in the following 





manner: the small acini which compose 


the substance of the liver are surrounded 
by a net-work of veins, in which the blood 
stagnates after death; when seen by the 
naked eye, the circumference of the acini 
appears of a red, and their centre of a light 
colour ; but under the > pape this cen- 
tre is found to consist of a very dense vascu- 
lar net-work, from which the veins of the 
circumference arise; according to the 
greater or smaller quantity of blood accu- 
mulated in the liver, the centre of the acini 
appears of a pale red, or dark-red colour. 

n the spleen, the small vessels undergo 
a very singular change at the moment of 
death. During life,the distribution of the 
vessels in this organ is very similar to that 
in the substance of the liver; after death, 
the same phenomenon takes place as in the 
capillary system of fishes; the smaller arte- 
ries and veins, and the capillary vessels, 
emit their blood into the cellular tissue, 
where it is found in red masses ; the larger 
arteries and veins only retain their blood, 
of which, in the smaller vessels, no trace 
can be discovered; this accounts for the 
general opinion that, in the spleen, the 
arterial blood is poured,into cells, from 
which it is taken up by the veins; at the 
same time, it explains why all attempts to 
inject the arteries of the spleen from the 
veins have failed. Whoever has examined 
the edges of the spleen of the mouse under 
a microscope, will be convinced that after 
death the blood of the capillary system is 
infiltrated into the parenchymatous tissue, 
but he will never, during life, observe its 
emission into cells. 

On examining, after death, the mucous 
membrane of the small intestines, it appears, 
even to the naked eye, that a small portion 
of the blood is retained in the capillary 
vessels, the rest being carried into the 
larger veins, 

The changes which the circulation of in- 
flamed parts undergoes after death, is very 
different from those observable in healthy 
organs. The blood is conveyed from all 
parts with accelerated motion, towards the 
centre of inflammation ; the arterial ia not 
changed into venous blood, and its coagula- 
tory power is much increased. Ifin this state 
death takes place, the column of blood in 
the surrounding vessels diminishes in size, 
and the blood accumulates in the inflamed 
part, so that at last the peripheric vessels 
are perfectly emptied ; at this moment the 
circulation ceases, but for a considerable 
time afterwards undulations are visible, by 
which the blood is gradually carried towards 
the centre of inflammation, and which in- 
sensibly terminate in stagnation. This mo- 
tion, subsequent to the death of the animal, 
is also observed in the newly-formed ves- 
sels. In a lesser degree of inflammation, 
the blood is only accelerated in its motion, 





and does not approach to a complete stasis ; 
the centripetal undulations are also visible, 
but ultimately the blood is carried into the 
veins. In such cases the inflamed parts ex- 
hibit hardly any redness after death. 


It appears, that io some organs, inflam- 
mation is more disposed to form the inflam- 
matory centres described above, than in 
others ; in the latter division, to which the 
serous membranes seem especially to be- 
long, exudation is most frequently observed. 
If cold water is injected into the peritoneal 


cavity, inflammation is soon excited, and | 


quickly followed by exudation ; the afflux 
of blood is so violent, as to make the mem- 
brane appear like a net-work of injected 
vessels ; from the moment that life ceases, 
the blood gradually leaves them, and is com- 
pletely poured into the veins, so that, after 
death, but very slight traces of the preced- 
ing inflammation can be perceived. 

The abdomen of an animal being opened, 
or its intestines and mesentery being drawn 


out, the contact of atmospheric air soon 
| 


causes inflammation, which increases very 


rapidly in the mesentery, but slowly in the | 


intesunes. When, however, it has arrived 
at acertain pitch in the latter, it suddenly 
diminishes in the former, and gradually sub- 
sides, till at last its vessels are emptied, 
and the inflammation is confined to the in- 
testines alone. ‘tle same phenomenon takes 


place if the mesentery is first irritated, and 
the intestine is afterwards exposed to any ex- 


citing cause. It seems, then, that inflam- 
mation is much more readily excited in the 
serous membranes, than in the organs which 
they envelop, but that it subsides very ra- 
pidly, and in the same proportion, as it in- 
creases in the intestines. ‘I'he tissue of the 
lungs appears also to be little disposed to 
form inflammatory centres, while in the 
liver the contrary obtains. The circulation 
of the latter organ is, even in the state of 
health, very slow and favourable to consi- 
derable accumulation of blood ; in inflam- 
mation, it is first accelerated, but gradually 
retarded, and, lastly, a complete stagnation 
takes place. The same is observed in in- 
fiammation of the spleen. 

Violent inflammation of the mucous in- 
testinal membrane, often leaves no traces 
whatever; the blood with which, during 
life, the capillary vessels were gorged, is, 
after death, so completely conveyed into the 
veins, as to render this membrane almost as 
pale as in its healthy state; this is even 
most striking in the most acute inflammation, 
so that in this respect, the mucous are ap- 
parently very similar to the serous mem- 
branes. 

We need hardly observe, that these ob- 
servations ought to make us very cautious 
in determining, by post-mortem examina- 
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tions, whether any of these organs have, 
during life, been the seat of inflammation. 
When the capillary vessels are wounded, 
scarcely any extravasation appears to take 
place, only a few globules escape, and the 
circulation through the wounded vessels is 
not at all disturbed, but continues as be- 
fore. If very small arterics are divided, the 
hemorrhage is also very trifling; but the 
blood ceases to circulate through the wound- 
ed vessels, and passes entirely into the ar- 
terial branch next above the division. When 
a larger artery is divided, a considerable 
| hemorrhage ensues from the two ends, and 
|the blood of the neighbouring arteries is 
seen moving towards the wound as towards 
@ centre; after some time, an undulatory 
motion is observed in the ends of the arte- 
ries, so that at one moment the blood moves 
towards the point of division, and, in the 
next, returns into the vessel; these undu- 
lations gradually decrease, till the move- 
ment of the blood towards the divided ex- 
tremities ceases entirely, the blood being 
carried through the next arterial branches. 














We strongly recommend to our readers 
an attentive perusal of Dr. Kaltenbrenner's 
work, and seriously regret, that want of 
space prevents our giving more than a very 
imperfect abridgment of it. 





CASES OF INTERMITTENT FEVER, IN WHICH 
BLEEDING WAS EMPLOYED IN THE COLD 
STAGE, 


By Jous Macxtxtosn, M.D., Lecturer on 
the Practice of Physic, &e., in Edinburgh. 


Case 1.—James Ward — admitted into 
Royal Ordnance Hospital, in November 
1323. 

Has suffered several attacks of intermit- 
tent annually, since the year 1809, when 
he served in the expedition to Walcheren. 
Of late his indispositions were long, and left 
him more and more debilitated. Several of 
my pupils watched this man closely for 
some time, with a view to bleed him in the 
cold stage, but they were not fortunate 
enough to arrive in time; they bled him 
twice, however, in the hot fit, from the 
Severity of the symptoms, and with con- 
siderable temporary relief, but without 
preventing or mitigating the violence of the 
subsequent paroxysms. Some time after- 
wards, in the presence of Drs. Lucas and 
Robinson, two of my pupils, now in the 
Ordnance Medical Department, I bled him 
from a vein in the arm, during the cold 
stage ; it was very severe ; the rigours were 
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violent, and the sense of coldness insup- | 
portable. He complained much of his head 

and loins; his face was of a livid colour, 

and the vessels of the conjunctiva turgid 

with blood. Pulse 100 or 105, and op- 

pressed; breathing short and anxious, and, 

to use his own expression, he felt “ a heavy | 
load about his heart.” When the vein was/ 
opened, the blood trickled slowly from the | 
wound, but it soon came ina jet. By the, 
time eight ounces were taken, the rigours 

ceased, and he expressed great surprise at 

the suddenness of the relief; when twelve | 
ounces were abstracted, he was free from 
all complaint, and his skin had a comfort- 
able moist feel. He enjoyed a good night ; 
he had no return of the intermittent ; and 
his recovery was rapid. 

I had an opportunity of seeing this man 
daily for some months afterwards, and his 
constant tale was, that he “* had not felt so 
well, or so much of aman,” since he went 
to Walcheren. The only remedies used 
after the bleeding were laxatives and iufu- 
sion of quassia. 


Case 2.—James Aitchison, aged 33, had 
had repeated attacks of ague. Was seized 
with severe rigours when on the top of the 
Carlisle mail, travelling to Edinburgh. The 
paroxysm was evidently produced by expo- 
sure in bad weather, first to rain, and then 
to akeen frost, with wet clothes. When 
I visited him in hospital, he had laboured 
under the rigours for mo less a period than 
twenty-six hours,—ia truth, it was the 
most severe cold stage I had ever seen in 
any country; he had severe pain in the 
head, back, and loins; oppression at pre- 
cordia, Warm drinks, stimulants, and hot 
applications had been employed, without 
benefit. The agitation of his body was so 
great that it shook the very bedstead on 
which he lay, and threatened to terminate 
in convulsions. Tongue loaded, but moist ; 
breathing hurried and laborious; pulse 65, 
oppressed; skin not below the natural 
standard over the trunk, but all his extre- 
mities were cold, and he complained of a 
sensation of extreme coldness. Fortunately, 
I made a good orifice, which is not always 
easily done from the tremors, and the blood 
flowed in a good stream; twelve ounces 
were abstracted in three minutes, with very 
trifling relief, exceyt to his breathing ; but 
during the flow of the second pound, he 
became more and more easy, and the rigour 
ceased completely. This pound was ab- 
stracted in two minutes; the arm was tied 
up on the approach of syncope, from which, 
however, he soon recovered. THe lay quite 
easy; his body, and even the extremities, 
became of a proper temperature ; and his 





skin felt moist ; the pulse rose from 65 to 
106 ; he passed a geud pight; bad several 
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stools during the next twenty-four houre ; 
was found perfectly easy next day. On the 
following day he was convelescent, looked 
well, and asked for more food, and had no 
return of the disease. 

Case 3.—Thomas Bullock, a strong 
healthy young man, reports that he had had 
the disease in the tertian form for twelve 
days. Attributes it to exposure to cold, 
when on sentry, in the arsenal at Woolwich. 
He was ia the sweating stage when brought 
into the hospital on the 4th March, 1826. 

6. Ilad a severe rigour, followed by in- 
te@se reaction ; was found sweating at the 
hour of visit; no stool. 

8. Cold fit came on at three a.m. After 
it had continued half an hour, and was well 
formed, his pulse beating 84, aud oppress- 
ed, a vein was opened in the arm by Mr. 
Marshall, (one of my most zealous pupils, 
now assistant-surgeon of the 87th Regt.,) 
in the presence of several other gentlemen, 
When fifteen ounces of blood were ab- 
stracted, the rigour ceased ; the pain of head 
and loins, and the oppression at precordia 
vanished ; the breathing became natural ; 
the pulse rose to 95; in half an hour after 
the operation, said he felt quite well; no 
hot fit followed ; avery gentle moisture ap- 
peared on the surface, but there was no 
sweating stage; pulse 95. 

10, Says he feels quite well, and free from 
that anxiety and oppression which hes af- 
fected him from the time he caught cold at 
Woolwich ; is able to be out of bed and 
dressed ; appetite improved. He escaped 
for eight days. 

18. Was again attacked with rigours a 
quarter of an hour before the visit. He is 
now in a severe well-formed cold fit ; breath- 
ing hurried and laborious; the whole body 
is in a tremour; tongue rather loaded ; 
passed a bad night; pulse 120, oppressed, 
Attributes this paroxysm to cold when in 
the privy. A vein was opened in the arm, 
and fourteen ounces of blood were abstract- 
ed before the fit was subdued ; there was no 
tendency to syncope ; pulse 110, full, and 
of good strength. No hot stage ; no sweat- 
ing stage followed. 

19. Yesterday, for some time after the 
bleeding, he appeared free from all com- 
plaint; but towards evening was attacked 
with violent headach and pain in the belly. 
Blood was again taken from the same ori- 
fice, to the amount of twelve ounces, with 
complete relief, since which he has been 
easy and slept well ; bowels slow. 

20, Slight chill this morning, which ap- 
peared to be cut short by a warm drink ; 
no fever followed; passed a good night ; 
bowels not moved, 

22. Had a slight sensation of cold this 
morning, but there was no hot stage ; says 
he feels quite well; bowels slow. 
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23, 24, and 25. Reports that he went on 
improviny. 

26. Saya he does not feel so well; but 
there has been no tendency to rigour ; 
bowels bound. 

31. He went on improving in health, 
and without any return of the disease till 
this day. He was found, at the time of! 
visit, in the hot stage, which is scarcely 
perceptible, after having experienced a 
slight rigour, which lasted for twenty mi- 
nutes ; tongue white and loaded. 

April 2. Had a severe rigour at ten a.g., 
which was followed by fever and the sweet- 
ing stage; at two p.m. he was found quite 
free from complaint. His health went on 
improving gradually till the 25th, when he 
was discharged the hospitel cured. 

‘The same individual reported himself sick 
on 50th May following, and was taken into 
hospital, after a severe paroxysm of inter- 
mittent; states, that since his discharge, 
his health had been very good, and his 
strength increasing, but that he has had 
three slight rigours; his appearance, how- 
ever, is much improved. 

Si. Says he expects the paroxysm to- 
morrow morning at nine o'clock; bowels 
regular; appetite good. He was ordered 
to take three grains of sulphate of quinine 
every half hour, commencing three hours 
before the expected time of attack. 

June 1. He took six doses of the quinine ; 
escaped the paroxysm ; had no return after- 
wards, and was discharged on the 4th, 


Casz 4—Robert Smith, a stout man, 
whose health had formerly suffered from a 
residence in a warm climate, states, that 
he had had an intermittent fever five years 
ago, when stationed at Woolwich, but has 
not had a return of the disease till now ; 
was taken into hospital on 7th March 1826, 
labouring under febrile action, which he 
said came on after a severe rigour; the 
febrile symptoms continued with disturbed 
sleep till the 13th day, with little variation, 
He was then seized with a severe rigour, 
attended by sensations more than usually 
distressing ; above all he complained acutely 
of his head. He was bled during the cold 
stage to twelve ounces, when the tremours 
and the other symptoms ceased at once ; 
he soon after fell into a profound sleep, his 
skin having a gentle moisture; there was 
no hot stage. 

14, Slept well, and feels free from all 
complaint. 

15. Slight chill, but no subsequent py- 
rexia; no appetite ; bowels freely moved 
by a dose of salts; tongue loaded ; pulse 
natural. 

16. Hada cold sweat during the night ; 
no return of paroxysm ; says he feels bet. | 
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ter, and has some appetite ; pulse natural ; 
tongue less loaded. 

17 and 18. Improving; half diet. 

19. Had another cold perspiration in the 
night, but says he feels well ; bowels rather 
slow. 

20. Complained of severe headach yes- 
terday afternoon, attended with some fe- 
brile action ; says he is now better; appe- 
tite improving. 

21. Slight chill, which continued for 
nearly an hour, attended with griping, but 
no febrile action followed ; bowels regular. 

22. Had a severe rigour this morning, 
attended with difficulty of breathing, op- 
— at precordia; pain in back und 
oins, and severe pain in the head. At the 
visit, was found in the hot stage, complain- 
ing much of headach ; tongue loaded ; pulse 
130 ; bowels open ; cold water to be ap- 
plied to the head. 

23. The headach has continued violently 
since the commencement of the cold fit 
yesterday ; cold applications produced tem- 
porary relief only. 

Applicentur hirudines rii. capiti. Habeat 

pulverem laxantem statim, 

24. Leeches relieved the head ; had ano- 
ther paroxysm this morning. 

25. Passed a bad night ; no headach. 

Habeat tinct. opii gtt, rrz. h. s. 

26, 27, 28. Same report, “ doing well ;* 
bowels regular. 

29. Says he feels pretty well, but that 
he has occasional headachs. 

30 and 31. Had slight paroxysms each 
day, with some headach ; pulse not higher 
than 96. 

April 1. Another paroxysm, with severe 
headach, after a bad restless night. 

Capillitio abraso applicentur hirudines, xx. 

Repetatur pulvis laxans. 

2. Experienced another patoxysm at half 
past nine this morning; still complains, 
although he is perspiring, of oppression at 
precordia, difficulty in inflating the lungs, 
and headach ; had a restless night; sixteen 
of the leeches only fastened; they bled 
well, relieving his head for the time. 

Applicentur hirudines xii. capiti, et repetatur 


pulvis larans. 
Feels better; no paroxysm ; had a bad 
P which the per- 


night, during the whole o 
spiration continued ; leeches bled well, and 
relieved the head completely. 

From this time to the 8th he gradually 
improved, having had, however, a slight 
paroxysm on the 4th, 6th, and 8th. Next 
day he began the use of the quinine in five- 
grain doses, and suffered no return. He 
took in all 116 grains, and he was dis- 
charged cured on the 24th. 


Cast 5,—William Macauley was admitted 


into the Royal Ordnance Hospital on 
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Wednesday, Sist of May, labouring under | 
a severe hot fit, attended with the usual | 
symptoms, great headach, severe pain in 
the back, loins, and limbs ; great oppression 
of pracordia, extreme heat, thirst, and gene- 
ral uneasiness ; tongue loaded ; pulse hur- | 
ried. This stage lasted for five hours before 
perspiration appeared. 

This was the second paroxysm, with a 
day intervening. 

June 1. Had no sleep during the night, | 
but feels pretty well to-day ; two stools. =| 

2. Had asevete cold stage at two, p.M., | 
which lasted till four. He was visited at 
five, p.m., when he was in the hot fit, 
suffering from ali the symptoms formerly 
described. 

3. The sweating stage did not appear last 
evening till eight o'clock. Has had no 
sleep ; two stools; tongue clean. 

4. The paroxysm took piace atone o'clock, 
p.m., this day; about twelve o'clock the 
pulse was counted, and was found to beat 
84, and oppressed ; the precursory symp- 
toms had just commenced; at half past 
twelve the pulse was 66, and still more op- 
pressed. ‘This rigour was very severe ; the 
tremours of his body shook the bed, and his 
sense of cold was insupportable, at the time 
that a thermometer placed under the tongue 
stood at 100. He complained of great op- 
pression ; pain of back and loins ; respira- 
tion difficult and hurried. The rigour was 
allowed to be formed for ten or twelve 
minutes before a vein was opened, which 
was eflected with difficulty, owing to the 
tremours. He bled from a small orifice 
until twenty-four ounces were drawn, which 
oceupied sixteen minutes, when the rigour 
ceased, and all its unpleasant symptoms. 

June 5. Last evening he began to com- 
plain of a severe pain in the back and head, 
with thirst. Heat 105°; pulse 115, but 
soft. Relief soon followed the exhibition of 
forty drops of laudanum in an ounce of the 
spirit of mindererus; passed a good night, 
with much perspiration ; says he feels quite 
easy to-day ; much easier than he has been 
at any time since the first paroxysm ; 
bowels slow. 

Had attacks of a slight nature on the 6th, 
8th, 10th, 12th, 14th, and the following re- 
port was made on the 15th. Health evi- 
dently improving; sleeps well; bowels 
regular; tongue clean and moist; thirst 
diminished. 

16. Had a severe rigourat eleven, a.m, 
It was of very short duration. Considerable 
re-action followed. Had two slight pa- 
roxysms on the 18th and 19th ; and, on the 
20th, he was ordered to take five doses of 
the quinine; each dose to consist of four 
grains ; after which, he had no return of the 
disease, 
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Case 6.—Alexander Clark, a stout well- 
made young man, with a florid complexion. 

Had three attacks of tertian intermittent 
before he reported himself sick ; came into 
hospital on 2ist May, 1826, with the fourth 
paroxysm upon him. He was attacked 
at seven, a.m, with rigours; the fit was 
very severe. ‘he hot stage had given way 
to the sweating when I saw him, He could 
assign no cause, except that he had done 
duty at Woolwich a few months before. 
Tongue foul ; fever diet. 

23. Was free from complaint yesterday ; 
had six stools from the laxative. The 
rigour came on this morning at half-past 
six, and went through the regular stages 
with the usual distressing symptoms. 


/ Tongue much loaded; bowels regular; no 
| appetite ; urine scanty, 


Infusion of quassia. 

He experienced severe paroxysms on the 
24th and 26th, attended with headach, and 
a severe pain in right hypochondrium, 

28. Rigour came on at eleven, a.m. Five 
minutes after it was well formed, a vein was 
opened, but the operation was badly per- 
formed, owing to the violent tremours; 
twenty ounces of blood were slowly drawn, 
when the rigour ceased, together with the 
tremours, the difficulty of breathing, the 
oppresrion at precordia, and the headach, 
&e. The painful sense of cold gave way all 
at once to a pleasant feeling of heat, and the 
pulse became natural. ‘he bleeding was 
not carried the length of producing syncope. 
There was no hot stage, and the skin was 
covered with a gentle moisture. In half an 
hour his only complaint was of slight 
nausea; he is able to change his position at 
pleasure, and feels disposed to sleep. 

29. Had considerable heat of skin and 


thirst yesterday evening, which he attributed 
to the pressure of too many bed-clothes ; 
the blankets not having been removed, which 
he had caused to be heaped upon himself on 


the approach of the cold stage. Slept well 
during the night; feels quite easy; no 
stool. 

30. Had an exceedingly slight paroxysm 
at noon ; slept well last night ; no appetite ; 
had five evacuations from the bowels. 

31. Had another slight chill this after- 
noon, but there was no rigour or hot stage— 
complains of pain in left hypochondrium. 
Passed a good night ; bowels regular ; con- 
siderable thirst ; tongue still foul; pulse 
100, very full, but soft. 

Imponatur vesicatorium parti dolenti, 

His general health and appearance im- 
proved rapidly after this period, but he con- 
tinued to experience daily slight attacks till 
the 7th June, when he got, thrice a-day, 
five-grain doses of the quinine. 

June 8. Took the quinine at eleven, at 
one, and three o'clock, nevertheless he had 
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Cast 8.—George Scott, aged 36, a native 
of Eyemouth, was seized with an inter- 
mittent of the quartan type when in Lin. 


& paroxysm.at a quarter past three, which 
he is disposed to attribute to expusure when | 
asleep between two open windows; high 
excitement followed the rigour, which ter- | colnshire, in August last. He had used va- 
minated in the sweating stage. rious remedies, and among the rest bark, 
He continued to take the quinine on the | without relief. The paroxysms have con- 
9th and 10th, and had no returu of the dis- | tinued with such regularity, that he has not 
ease. He regained his health aud strength escaped a single attack since the commence- 
rapidly, and was discharged June 17th. | ment of the disease. His health and strength 


Dr. Kellie, of Leith, was present when have suffered so much, that he has been un- 
Clark and Macauley were bled; so were able to work for a considerable time, and 
several gentlemen who were attending my came to Edinburgh, almost in despair, to 
lectures at the time. | 


seek relief. Having applied to my friend, 
Dr, J. A. Robertson, this patient was hand- 
ed over to me. His look is meagre and 
iated ; he appears the wreck ofa strong 
had occasion to mention before, when on a/ and active man. He gave the above account 
visit to his friends in the west of Scotland, | of himself, and added, that he has great 
was called to see a middle-aged man who | thirst and no appetite, that he sleeps badly, 
had served in the army in a warm climate, | is never free from pain in the back part of 
and who had otieed most severely forthe head and left hypochondrium, and that 
some years from intermittent fever. Every | he has become as weak as a child ; and that 
kind of remedy had been tried in vain, and| his vision has lately become impaired. 
he gladly submitted to the treatment of | Pulse 100, and weak ; tongue clean; bowels 
bleeding in the cold stage, which Mr, Mar- | regular. 

shall had seen so successfully performed in| On Thursday, 28th December, 1826, at 
similar cases, ‘‘ On the 6th July, 1826,”|two, p.m., the rigour commenced; and 
says Mr. Marshall, ‘‘ 1 was asked to visit! when it had continued for half an hour, I 
this man for the first time. Previous to my| opened a vein in the arm, having placed 
going, 1 informed Mr. Staff-Surgeon Mar- | him in the sitting posture ; his whole body 
shall of the nature of the case, in as far as | was affected by violent tremours ; his teeth 


Case 7.—Mr. Marshall, assistant-surgeon 
of the 87th regiment, whose name I have 





I was enabled from the history given by his 
relations. Mr. Marshall recommended a 
grain of opium to be given every hour for 
three hours previous to the attack. The 
shivering commenced regularly about six in 
the evening. The opium was given at 
three, four, and five o'clock, r.m, with no 
relief. 8th. Opium continued as directed ; 
no relief; bowels opened by rhubarb. 
10th. Norelieffrom the opium. 12th. The 
cold fit is very severe ; the feet cold; heat 
of the superior extremities rather \ ‘ove the 
natural standard, and moist; pulse very 
small, not easily perceived ; pain of head 
excessive ; great thirst; pain in back con- 
siderable ; complains of distressing sense of 
weight at the precordia. He solicited me 
to do something for him, as he could not 
long endure the sense of cold. I opened a 
vein in the arm by a pretty large orifice. 
At first the blood trickled down the arm, 
but shortly came in a full stream. When 
ten ounces of blood had flowed, the shivering 
ceased, and all the bad symptoms vanished, 
Half an hour after the bleeding, says he 
is quite well. On the 14th, 16th, 18th, no 
return of fever.” Mr. Marshall assured me 
that he had had no return of the complaint 
when he last visited him, which was several 
months after the bleeding, and thet the cure 
seemed to be as sudden, and apparently as 
permanent, as that which took place in 
Ward's case, the first recorded in this 


paper. 


chattered ; he complained of intense cold ; 
dimness of sight; severe pain in the back 
part of the head, and in the left side, loins, 
and inferior extremities; his pulse was 
weak and fluttering, so as not to be counted, 
and the countenance expressed great suffer- 
ing. Owing to the violence of the tre- 
mours, a bad orifice was made in the vein, 
and the blood flowed slowly. When about 
twelve ounces were abstracted, the rigours 
diminished, the uneasy feelings began to 
subside ; and by the time sixteen ounces 
were taken, he was free from tremour and 
pain, and said he felt quite well. ‘The 
pulse was now a good pulse, but I neglected 
to make a memorandum of its number at the 
time. He showed some tendency to syn- 
cope before his arm was tied up. 

My friends, Drs. Robertson and Scott, 
and Mr. Syme, together with several other 
gentlemen, were present, when the opera- 
tion was performed. He was again visited 
in an hour, when he was found breathing 
naturally, ina sweet sleep. Pulse 84, and 
of good strength. I was told he had been 
very faint, and had vomited immediately 
after we left the house. 

In an hour after last visit I saw him 
again; his body had the natural heat; 
there was no perspiration; he was still 
asleep: pulse 80, and full, He was roused 
after the pulse was numbered, for the pur- 
pose of ascertaining the exact nature of his 
feelings. He said he had not felt so free 
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from indisposition since the first period of 

the attack, and that he had been long a 

stranger to such a comfortable refreshing 

sleep; took some gruel, soon fell asleep 
in, and passed an excellent night. 

Friday 29. Said he felt quite well; was 
free from the pain of head and left hypo- 
chondrium, and he thought his strength im- 
proved; in fact, he walked to the dis- 
pensary by himself ; bowels regular; tongue 
clean. 

Saturday 30. He came to the dispensary 
at the visiting hour, and said that he felt 
himself ‘* a new man.” 

Sunday 31. He came to the dispensary 
again, and was seized with the paroxysm a 
little after the hour of visit. The fit was 
preceded and accompanied by much slighter 
pains and general disturbance than any 
former attack. In about ten minutes after 
the fit could be said to be well formed, the 
rigours were very severe, the tremours vio- 
lent, and the feeling of debility was so over- 
powering, that he declared that he could not 
support himself longer on a chair; his 
breathing was quick and laborious, and his 
teeth chattered; I tied up his arm and 
opened a vein, and actually before three 
ounces were abstracted, the paroxysm ceased, 
and with it all the other unpleasant symp- 
toms. Although a minute before he had 
declared that he could not sit up a moment 
longer from debility, yet he now said he 
felt his strength restored, and had no wish 
to lie down ; in less than ten minutes, I had 
the pleasure of seeing him running home. 
There was no subsequent heat of skin, and 
no sweating; his pulse, before he left the 
dispensary, was 86, and of good strength ; 
whereas, before the bleeding, it was 100, 
and so weak as scarcely to be counted. 

Monday, January 1. 1 sent to inquire 
how my patient felt; the messenger was 
told that he had had a good night, and was 
out making merry with some friends. 

On Wednesday he had a slight chill with- 
out subsequent fever or sweating ; he after- 
wards got the sulphate of quinine, and had 
no more of the disease. 


(To be continued.) 








CUPPING-GLASSES TO POISONED WOUNDS. 


Dr. Pennock, of Philadelphia, has re- 
cently instituted a series of experiments cn 
the application of cupping-glasses to poi- 
soned wounds. The results are thus stated : 

“1, The usual effects of poisoned wounds 
cannot take place during the absence of the 
atmospheric pressure procured by the ap- 
plication of cupping-glasses. 
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“2. Such application does not arrest the 
deleterious action of the poison by with- 
drawing it from the exposed surface. On 
the contrary, the fatal effects are wholly 
|prevented, though not a particle of the 
substance employed has been abstracted. 
In proof of this, if a poison in powder 
(strychnine or arsenic, for instance) be 
tin ge by a tube through a narrow 
wound, in an oblique direction under the 
integuments, to some distance from the 
opening by which it is introduced, and 
there deposited, and, under these circum- 
stances, the glass be applied over this spot, 
where the skin is sound or unbroken, the 
wound being without the bounds of the 
glass, none of the poisonous substance will 
be removed, and yet no indication of its 
action will be presented during the time of 
the application of the glass. 

‘3. The constitutional symptoms, such 
as tetanic convulsions, &c., are arrested by 
the establishment of a vacuum on the poi- 
soned surface ; then, by removing the poi- 
son by an incision through the integuments, 
the life of the animal is preserved. 

“4. When the cupping-glass is applied 
over the opening made in the integuments, 
for the purpose of introducing the tube con- 
taining the poison, and this is deposited 
under the skin beyond the circumference 
of the glass, none of the effects are mani- 
fested during the continuance of the va- 
cuum; but as soon as the cup is removed, 
the action of the deleterious article com- 
mences. 

«5. If, during the application of the 
cupping-glass, placed as just stated, an 
incision be made between its edge and the 
place at which the poison has been lodged, 
death will ensue as speedily as though the 
atmospheric pressure had not been removed, 

«6. If, after the application of the glass 
for a given time to the sound skin over the 
spot where the poison has been deposited, 
the glass be removed, death will then ensue as 
soon as if no such application had been made.” 


| The practice of applying cupping-glasses 


| to poisoned wounds is of very ancient date : 


|Celsus expressly recommends it—‘* Vene- 
num extrahendum est. Id cucurbitula optime 
facit.”—(Lib. v.) Whilst transcribing this 
article, we have lying before us an old work, 
lentitled the ‘ Marrow of Chirurgery,” and 
|published in 1650, in which the author 
treats of the use of “‘ cups”’ in “‘ venomous” 
wounds. The practice is adopted amongst 
many of the savage tribes who fight with 
‘poisoned weapons. 


! 
Cc 
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ridiculously charitable ; but the Dublin Col- 
THE LANCET. lege of Surgeons has considerably improved 
on its absurdity. It has lately enacted a 
law, by which, together with the payment of 
three guineas, the candidate for the honour 
Tue London University opened on Wed-| of reading in the library, is to be ballotted 
nesday, under the most favourable auspices. | for, and one-third, at least, of the whole 
Mr. Cuartes Bert, before commencing | votes required to secure his election. We 
his course of Physiological Lectures, deli- | do not know, or, at least, we do not profess 
vered an Address, which will be found in | to understand the mysterious grounds upon 
another part of our publication, The thea-| which the College adopted this singular 
tre, which is capable of accommodating | by-law. Were this library founded by pri- 
about eight hundred persons, was complete. | vate subscription, or by endowment, we do 
ly filled, and the audience assembled on this | vot pretend to deny that the persons who 
occasion was of the highest respectability. | bought it for their own use, or the indi- 
We shall, in a future Number, give some | vidual who bequeathed his property for its 
detail of the admirable arrangements which | support, would undoubtedly have a right to 
have been made for the accommodation of | admit the public to its use, under such re- 
the students, strictions only as these individuals pleased 
to impose, no matter how impolitic or 
illiberal the exercise of this right might be. 


Londo, Saturday, October 4, 1828. 





a en EY 
Ever since the invention of letters, it The case, however, is very different with 


has been a very general opinion among | the library of a Corporation, which owes its 


men, that books were composed with the | existence to a faithful discharge of one of 
| its legal obligations, and which draws its 


intention of being read, It had become 
customary, at a very early period, to | S¥pport from a common corporate fund. 


establish libraries, where men might in-| Here the diffusion of knowlege is one of the 
dulge their natural desire for information.| duties which the law of charters requires 
Private individuals were so impressed with from literary or scientific corporations, and 
the utility of this practice, that they expended | 98 @ library is one of the principal means 
large fortunes for this purpose, while authors by which this duty is to be performed ; and 
anxiously contended for the bonour of hav- | 8 all the members of that corporation, both 
ing their works in places of public access, | Students and licentiates, contribute some- 
where they might be easily consulted, The thing towards its support, it is obvious that 
church of Rome itself was scarcely an ex-| no law should be passed by that body, 
ception to this general feeling, being a very which might directly or indirectly exclude, 
liberal founder of libraries, as most of our Without a sufficient cause, any member from 
old cathedrals attest by their magnificent the advantages of such library. That the 
collections. To the practice of reading it library of the Dublin College is a purely 
did not offer any objection, or oppose any | corporate one we have tangible proof, in the 
unnecessary obstruction ; but having taken | fact, that a sum is anoually granted for its 
charge of the souls of its spiritual subjects, | support out of the common fund of the 
it could not, consistently with its notions of corporation, which fund is drawn from the 
their salvation, permit them to peruse those | fees of the pupils, as well as from the mem- 
poisonous productions, whose contents it, bers and licentiates of the College. If the 
presumed to be mortal to the reader. The library be not common property, then the 
“Index Expurgatorius” was, therefore, | individuals alone who have paid specific 
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fees for its use, might to-morrow set the 
collection up to auction, and sell it to the 
last volume ; while the College has grossly 
betrayed its own interests, and the confi- 
dence reposed in it, if it suffered one of its 
best apartments to be occupied by the pro- 
perty of individuals over which it can exer- 
cise no control, and allowed the example of 
those individuals in supplying themselves 
with a library, to pass without imitation for 
the good of the whole corporation, Con- 
. sidering this library, therefore, as a cor- 
porate one, we conceive the College has no 
right to enact a law, which might, in any 
manner, deprive either the student or the 
licentiate of the advantages of this library, 
to which both have contributed a portion of 
its support, It is but fair, however, to 
state the reasons which we have heard ad- 
vanced in favour of this law: ‘‘ it is possi- 
ble,” say its advocates, ‘‘ that among the 
licentiates of the College, there may be 
now, or hereafter, persons who are not 
gentlemen ; and what a profanation it would 
be, to sit in company with an individual, 
who, instead of committing the contents of 
a volume to his head, would summarily 
transfer the whole volume to his pocket, or 
who, perhaps, would be so basely selfish, as 
to apply the fruits of his reading to a suffer- 


ing fellow creature, under the standard rate 
The law was 


of surgical fees in Dublin ? 
drawn up for the punishment of all such 
high misdemeanours as these; and was, we 
believe, intended to be put in force against 
Mr. Leslie, at the time of his expected ad- 
mission into the College. But would this 
law really aceomplish the ends for which it 
was framed? We think not; for it would 
be as impossible to know (as it would be 
unjust to act on the presumption) an indi- 
vidual who would be guilty of a theft in a 
library, until he was detected in the com- 


mission of the fact, when it would be the | 





| 


19 


comprehensible advantages of this law: let 
us look to the more probable and palpable 
effects which its application may produce, 
Let us suppose, for example, that one of the 
licentiates of the College made himself 
obnoxious to that body, by opposing its 
measures ; that he had a private or public 
quarrel with some of its members; that his 
religious principles, or his politics, (by no 
means an impossible case in Ireland,) were 
disagreeable to them; that, in short, he had 
offended their corporate sensibility in any 
one of the thousand ways in which he might 
do so; does not this law afford the most 
ample means of gratifying private malignity, 
or crushing an open opponent? His name 
is posted up for the ballot; his friends and 
himself suspecting no opposition, (for 
honesty is seldom suspicious,) stay at 
home ; revenge, whose vigilance never 
sleeps, is sure to be couched for its victim; 
the fatal urn is shaken, and by this worst 
species of ostracism, he is is not merely 
deprived of the use of a library, but an in- 
jury is inflicted on his character, the more 
galling to his feelings, because the assassin’s 
hand which inflicts it, is for ever concealed 
from his view. Let us but imagine a case 
of this kind to occur in every lustrum of the 
whole existence of the College, would not 
its injustice outweigh all the good which 
could ever be derived from the operation of 
this nefarious institute, which, reversing 
the properties of a just and prudent law, the 
production of positive good, and the evasion 
of contingent evil, makes the former pro- 
blematic, and the latter certain? But why 
should it be necessary to argue the question 
in this manner? We can only answer, that 
the misconduct of the governors of all such 
institutions have made this apparently un- 
necessary task necessary. There is scarcely 
a library in these countries, which the 
fashionable spirit of monopoly has not 


proper time to exclude him, or to exercise | fenced round with some impossible or in- 
any control over the moral conduct of the convenient conditions of admission. It is 


licentiates of the College. 


Such are the in- jie “dog in the manger” spirit which bas 
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given rise to a pleasant story, told of the 
College of Physicians of London. “A 
book, which ought not tobe unknown by any 
well-read man, was once inquired for in 
their library, by a person of more than ordi- 
nary curiosity ; the volume was in a press 
which was locked, and after a very diligent 
search, the key was found in a place where 





it was clearly ascertained, from circum- | 
stances, it must have remained undisturbed 
for eighty years!” We can match this) 
story by one in which we were ourselves 
the principals in the library of the Dublin 
College of Surgeons: ‘‘ We were there 
once on a visit; the conversation happened 
to turn on the discoveries of Laennec ; an 
appeal was made to his volume, which was 
taken down from one of the shelves for 
reference; but, mirabile dictu, though the 
work, we learned, had been nearly two 
years in the library, not a single sheet of it 
had yet been cut.” On learning the regu- 
lations of the establishment, and that Mr, 


Colles, one of the principal surgeons o 





the disgraceful fame of the proposer of this 
infamous law ; but we seriously apprehend 
our good intentions will be defeated, in de- 
claring a Mr. Taggart, the parent of this 
regulation, as the public, from guiltless 
ignorance of his existence, might well mis- 
take the name for that of a beast or a fish, a 
river or a mountain, the only place where it 
js to be met with in the whole circle of lite- 
rature or science, being that learned re- 
corder of “ time’s changes,” and the licen- 
tiates of the Dublin College of Surgeons— 
Watson’s Almanack for the current year. 
By what process of reasoning he arrived at 
the discovery of this congenial institute, we 
are at a loss to understand ; unless, perhaps, 
that in one of those gloomy retrospects of 
his life, for the indulgence of which his pro- 
fessional leisure affords him but too many 
opportunities, he may have come to the 
philanthropic determination of saving others 
by compulsion, the toil of even that con- 
tracted study and reading, which has proved 
so unprofitable to himself in his pursuits. 


Dublin, was then ridiculing the invaluable We can, however, as readily conceive, if 
discovery of Laennec, by representing his | there he any coincident sympathy between 
stethoscope as useful only for carrying ad- the human head and heart, that the man 
hesive plaster, our surprise, of course,| whose malignant ingenuity generated this 
ceased. But to preserve books this year in | vile ordinance, would be the first to sanction 
this way, that they may be preserved the/| its worst application, as we are ready to be- 
next, and so on for ever, is idle ; it would lieve that if the law of the legislator 
almost be better to use them, like the | Charondas was in force in the College of 
Caliph Omar, in heating baths and ovens, Surgeons, which required the proposer of all 
than not to use them atall. A reasonable! new laws to come into the senate with a 
wear and tear of books must be borne with ; | halter about his neck, for the purpose of 


they ought to be used as much as is consist- 
ent with their preservation, and preserved 
as much as is consistent with a free and 
ample use. The safer side tq err upon, 


especially with such works as may be re- 


strangling him on the spot, if his proposition 
was not approved ; and that if Mr. Taggart’s 
fellow members had done their duty, he 
would have been immediately suspended to 
one of the lamp irons in York Street. 


placed, is to sin by too great a use of them ; 
for books, when worn out, may be restored ; 
but the opportunity of acquiring know- 
ledge, which is afforded to a generation, if 
once lost, can never be redeemed. Nothing | Dr. Brunnert, on Wednesday evening 
is more valuable than time. We should last, performed the operation of complete 
most willingly be the means of circulating | extirpation of the womb, on a lady of 
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Bermondsey. The patient was about forty man makes in contradistinction to all other 
years of age, had borne eight children, animals, prrgume, that this will not be in- 

" _” ferior, but considerably superior to our last 
and had been affected with cancerous dis- session, of which, however, I cannot speak 
ease of the womb upwards of twelve too highly. And I do consider that we are 
‘ . : , highly complimented, when the medical press 
months, during which time she suffered 4505 us the honour to notice our debates. 
much from repeated hemorrhages. The We have various competitors. I hardly 
know that we have any rivals; but this cir- 
P /cumstance, I am sure, will induce every 
more than eight ounces of blood were gentleman to the fullest exertion of his 
lost, and it was not necessary to secure talent, as I am confident every member must 
: | feel that esprit de corps, which constitutes 
“—v vena, Towards the conclusion of the patriotism of the Society. Gentlemen, 
the operation, extreme collapse took place, | it is now open to the Council to mention to 


and continued for some time afterwards ;| YOU that there has been a subscription 


operation lasted about half an hour; not | 


slthonghi ‘the potiont somewhat relied, we| tomee for the formation of a catalogue— 
regret to add, that she sank at four o'clock | 
on the following morning—a period of 
about nine hours after the operation. An 
accurate examination of the body was made _ 
on Thursday morning, but no satisfactory 
cause of death was detected; there were 
about four or five ounces of blood effused 
into the pelvis ; the bladder and intestines 
were uninjured, 

The patient had been under the care of 
Mr. Randell, of Rotherhithe; Mr. Morgan 
and Mr. Green were also present at the 
operation. 





LONDON MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
September 29, 1828. 


Dr. Hastam, President, in the Chair. 


Tur President, after reading over a list of 
contributions to the Society since last it 
met, (among which was a copy of the report 
of the Select Committee of the House of | 





certainly one of the most important circum- 
stances that can attend a society of this 

ind. As far as my own personal views 
have extended, I have been constantly 
wishing for it. It has now got into a state 
to be nearly completed, but the feeling 
of its requisition has not been, I believe, 
correspondingly acceded to by several of 
our members ; there has been a lack of that 
attention to the means whereby our cata- 
logue can be composed, and by which it is 
to be printed. It is not for me to point out 
| measures, but merely to say, that the 
subscriptions of every member are perfectly 
voluntary ; and I can only heartily recom- 
mend, that the same patriotic feeling which 
has induced many gentlemen to contribute, 
may likewise prompt others to fulfil the 
same duty, I shall now be most happy to 
hear anything relating to the objects of the 
Society. (Much applause.) 

The Minutes of the last meeting, held on 
the 26th of May, 1828, were read and con- 
firmed. 


NA VUS—IN-KNEE—RICKETS—SPASMODIC 
ASTHMA. 


Mr. Luioyp had not intended bringing 
forward the subject to-night of which he 
was about to speak, nor until he had got 
more cases than he was, at present, in pos- 
session of, to support his principle ; but as 


Commons on Anatomy, presented by Mr.! gentlemen, in general, seemed rather un- 
Warburton,) addressed himself in these | prepared, he thought he might, conditioned 
terms :— jas he was, usefully call the attention of the 

Gentlemen,—Permit me to say that I | Society to his late mode of treating navus 
am most happy to see you reassembled aiter | maternus. In all cases he had seen or heard 
the long interval that has elapsed, during | of, in which nevi had been removed by the 
which the Society has not met according to | knife, ligature, or caustic, there had remained 
its usual custom. I am not to infer that/a scar; but by the plan of treatment he was 
this has been a holiday with its members, uow about to submit, no visible defect or 
but that the time during which they have ' mark whatever was left. The treatment 
not been present here, has been successfully | consisted of injection into the nevus, of 
occupied in the accumulation of their expe- | diluted nitric acid (from three to six drops of 
rience, and in the ripening of their re-| the acid to a drachm of water). Care was 


flections upon the opinions they have form- 
ed. If I am to judge from the former 
sessions, I must, from the natural progress | 


to be taken that pressure was made around 
the nevus at the time of throwing in the 
fluid, as if it got beyond the diseased struc 
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ture, it ran with great rapidity “to the ad- | extent of his information, as yet, on the sub- 
joining cellular tissue. This |‘ pssure might | ject, leaving the society and the public to 
be removed immediately, “= ~withdrawing | regard it as they might think it merited. 
the syringe. It was also requisite to be| The President, and several members, ex- 
cautions, that the fluid injected was not too| pressed themselves highly gratified by what 
strong. He had never been able to permeate | they had heard, many of them promising to 
the whole tumour by a single injection.| give the plan a fair trial the earliest oppor- 
After having used it two or three, and, in | tunity. 

one case, four times, the nevus had entirely 
disappeared, the only mark of what had| A Memberwished to know the best mode 
existed or taken place being a small round | of treating in-knee. 

aperture, where the point of the syringe had| Mr. Lioyn said there were two modes of 
penetrated, and which he believed, in a few | treatment; the one, that of keeping the 
years, would become wholly obliterated.| patient constantly off his feet, (best to be 
Only very little pain or inflammation had | effected by some sharpish probe fastened 
attended, or followed the injection. He had | through the soles of the boots, on which he 


had a particular syringe made for the pur- 
pose ; but a lachrymal syringe, for instance, 
provided its tube were enlarged, would do 
very well. Never having had an opportu- 
nity of examining a case of this sort, soon 
after the injection had been used, he had 
not been able to ascertain precisely into 
whit parts the injection got ; but it did not 
appear to him, as seemed to some of the 


French surgeons, that nevi were made up of 


could not stand,) for a very considerable 
period; and the ether, that of employing 
| Some mechanical apparatus, such as an iron 
|or splint, to be kept constantly acting, and 
| drawing the leg in an opposite direction. 


The Presirent wished to know whether, 
| in the case of rickets, there was any truth in 
the prevailing statement, that absorption 

of bony matter took place, and that phos- 


celts, but rather, as Mr. Lawrence had stated, | phate of lime might be detected in the urine. 


of substance resembling the corpus spon- 
giosum and corpora cavernosa. 

Mr. Kixcpow greeted with great satis- 
faction any thing calculated to supersede 
the operation of removal by the knife or 
ligature, which he thought at all times, if 
possible, ought to be avoided. He had 
effected cures by vaccination, but at times 
he had failed. He had, on occasions, 


tartarized antimony; but again, on others, 
failed; and he should certainly now give 
Mr. Lloyd’s treatment a trial, in a case in 
which he had been foiled in his attempt at 
removal by vaccination, He had known a 
case, in which the arm, the whole of the 
neck and head, on the affected side, were 
very much enlarged—the Sones greatly in- 
creased in size—the ear, the eye, the inci- 
sion teeth, and so on, were all very much 
larger than those on the opposite side— 
here operation could not be thought of. The 
child died under the age of a twelvemonth, 


so that nothing was ascertained as to its| 


state of intellect. 

Mr. Lamuverr took Mr. Lloyd's principle 
simply to be that of inducing inflammation, 
though in a less degree than was necessary 
to produce suppuration. [le felt sceptical 
as to attributing the curative effect to ni- 
tric acid ; he was disposed to look upon any 
irritative substance at least equally calculat- 
ed to bring about the same result. 

Mr. Lioyp doubted not that gentlemen, 
or that he himself, might find out, in the 
course of time, an injection equal to, if not 
better, than the one he had mentioned ; at 
present he only desired to communicate the 


Mr. Luioyp considered it placed beyond 
the shadow of doubt, the fact having been 
proved by the experimentum erucis, 


Mr, Lameert inquired whether, in the 
opinion of the Society, there were any 
| instances of pure spasmodic asthma, without 
organic disease ¢ He himself believed in the 
existence of such cas: s, and that the disease 


succeeded by cataplasms, covered with | was owing to a spasmodic contraction of the 
| muscular substance sutrounding the ramifi- 


| cations of the bronchia. 


He wished to dis- 
tinguish this form of asthma from those 
which are evidently produced by structural 
derangement of the lungs themselves, as 
bronchitis, kc. The exciting cause of the 
spasmodic contraction of the bronchial 
tubes, Mr. Lambert considered might be 
remote; as, for instance, in the heart, or 
large vessels. In two cases of aneurism of 
the innominata which he had seen, the pa- 
tients had died suddenly, without any rup- 
ture of the vessel, but apparently from suf- 
focation. In many cases of spasmodic 
asthma, however, he, (Mr. Lambert,) had 
failed in detecting disease of the heart. In 
respect to the treatment, much would de- 
pend on the condition of the patient. In 
one case, where it was considered that the 
right side of the heart was gorged with 
black blood, the patient was bled to the 
amount of a few ounces, and brandy given 
at the same time—the blood flowing from 
the arm as thick astreacle. Where there 
was less prostration of power, great relief 
was obtained by giving a full dose of lauda- 
num—even a drachm. 

Dr, Sueanman’s opinion was in accord- 








) any 
thout 
n the 
sease 
of the 
ami fi- 
o dis- 
those 
stural 
os, as 
f the 
ichial 
it be 
rt, or 
sm of 


TUMOUR OF THE THORAX. #3 


ance with Mr. Lambert's. He deemed a 
strong dose of zther and opium most likely 
to afford relief. 

The Presipent very much objected to 
the indefinite terms the profession had got 
into the habit of using. 

Mr. Honeywoop thought the affection 
might exist without organic disease. He 
had been attending a most painful case of 
asthma, which he had only been able to re- 
lieve by galvanism. 

Mr. Itirr mentioned some cases in which 
the smell of certain substances, one in par- 
ticular, in which the smell of ipecacuanha 
invariably brought on the most violent at- 
tacks. He had been told, that inflating the 
lungs with a pair of bellows, by introducing 
the nozle into the mouth, during an attack, 
afforded great relief. He had not used this 
remedy, but recommended a trial of it to an 
old shoemaker. 

Mr. Lroyp thought the plan an excellent 
one for speedily blowing a man up. (Much | 





is principally inconvenient from its size and 
weight. His general health is in a very 
indifferent state; he is dyspeptic, subject 
to rheumatic attacks, and occasionally suf- 
fers from dyspnoea. 

“ The tumour commenced nine years ago, 
without any apparent cause, with general 
enlargement of the sternum at that surface 
where it is now attached, which has gra- 
dually increased, till it has assumed its pre- 
sent immense size. 

« The treatment recommended was, great 
attention to the general health, the use of 
alterative medicine, the repeated applica- 
tion of leeches to the tumour, and after the 
employment of these means, the insertion, 
at its base, of two or three small setons,”’ 


Within the last month, I have had an op- 
portunity of making a post-mortem exami- 
ination of the disease, and as its charac- 
ter appeared to possess considerable inte- 
rest and instruction, I have drawn up a 


laughter.) In his opinion, the affection|short account of the dissection, which I 
either sprang from organic disease, or, ut all | will be obliged to you to insert in the next, 
events, that disease existed in the course of | or any subsequent Number, of Tar Lancer; 
the nerves supplying the organ. | with the observations and opinion as given 

‘at the time the patient presented himself 





ON AN ENORMOUS TUMOUR OF THE THORAX, 
SUPPOSED TO HAVE BEEN EXOSTOSIS. 


Communicated by T. Panxer, Jun., Esg., 


Woburn. 


Ix No. 215, Vol. I., 1827-8, p. 48, of 
Tar Lancer, will be found the following | 


report from the ‘‘ Hosriran or Surcsry:” | 
* Case of Enormous Exostosis of the Sternum. | 


** The following account will show to 
what a size pure exostosis can attain, and 
will likewise exhibit the difference between | 
itand the true osteo-sarcomatous enlarge- | 
ment :— 

» about fifty years of age, was| 
sent to the Hospital by Dr. Scott, of Barnes. | 
Arising by a very broad attachment, from | 
nearly the whole of the sternum, except | 
the superior part of its upper bone, adhering | 
to the cartilages of the bs, and extending | 
so far outwards as to elevate the papilla, is 
a very large osseous tumour, measuring 
eighteen inches in circumference ; its sur- 
face, which is smooth, and not marked by 
any of those protuberances which were a 
distinguishing feature in the case of osteo- 
sarcoma, is evidently composed throughout 
of the same solid materials, and does not 
afford to the finger that feeling of elasticity 
which was experienced in the other, at those 
places where the fleshy intermixture ex- 
isted. The integuments covering the swell- 
ing are much stretched, and have become, 
at the most protuberant point, inlamed.— 
The disease is attended with little pain, and 





at the hospital. Unfortunately for surgery, 
this case is strikingly illustrative of the fal- 
libility of human judgment. ‘The tumour, 
on examination, possessed no character of exos- 
tosis, or osteo-sarcoma; throughout, its tex- 
ture was soft, though solid, and appeared 
to have been well supplied with vessels. To 
give a familiar idea of its appearance and 
consistency, it very much resembled adipo- 
cere, except in colour, which was, for the 
most part of a dingy red. On disseccing 
back the integument on either side, it was 
observed, that the left pectoral muscle was 
remarkably pallid and attenuated ; the mus- 
cle of the opposite side presented nothing re- 
markable. The tumour was covered with a 
thin layer of adeps, without the appearanee 
of any distinct capsule or investment. Sup- 
posing it to have originated from the ster- 
num, I attempted to dissect it off entire, 
but finding it more deeply imbedded than 
the situation of the bone would explain, I 


| opened the thorax in the usual way, expect- 


ing that the extent and cennexions of the 
disease would be at once developed. This 
was by no means the case, and to satisfy 
myself as fully as possible, I extended the 
opening to the parietes of the abdomen, and 
thus found the apex of the tumour project- 
ing with the diaphragm before it, within an 
inch of the umbilicus. Without disturbing 
any of the viscera, | endeavoured to trace 
it through its whole extent; this | was in 
some measure enabled to do, though not 
completely to my satisfaction. On passing 
my hand between the tumour and the arch 
of the ribs, considerable resistance was 
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offered from adhesions, apparently of long 
standing. Having accomplished its detach- 
ment on both sides, as well es the upper 
part, which was also adherent in a slighter 
degree, I continued the examination to the 
diaphragm ; here the tumour was in close 
contact with the tendon of that muscle, in- 
deed inseparably so, and on detaching it, 
which I could do in no other way than by 
cutting through the diaphragm, I found 
the heart healthy, but small and compressed, 
without its pericardium, immediately be- 
hind the tumour. The lungs were much 
smaller than natural, and flattened, evidently 
from want of space. From the examina- 
tion, it appears to me, that the growth of 
the disease must have begun in the peri- 
cardium, and this opinion is strengthened, 
from the circumstance of the tumour having 
a distinct investment, answering to the pe- 
ricardium on its under and posterior sur- 


face. The sternum was completely ab- | 
sorbed, not even a vestige of it remaining, | 
and the cartilages of the ribs were unusually | 


soft in a man approaching to 60. For a 


week or more, previous to dissolution, the | 
subject of this disease was distressed with | 
continual hiccep and sickness ; the bowels | 
ergot; in about ten minutes after, she com- 


had been for some time irregular, either 


constipated or much relaxed, and the breath- | 
ing difficult, more particularly on any exer- | 
| doses, at intervals of twelve minutes, and 


tion, It may not be unworthy of remark, 
that the body, 36 hours after death, was 
quite warm, so much so, as to create some 
aay 3 on my part. The abdominal viscera 
were healthy, though the stomach, which 
must have been much pressed on by the 
tumour, was smaller than natural, The 
weight of the whole mass, when removed, 
must have been little short of twenty 

unds. 

Woburn, Sept. 16th, 1828. 


EXPULSION OF A POLYPUS BY THE ERGOT 
OF RYE. 


Two Ceses affording additional Evidence of the 
power possessed by the Ergot of Rye, in ex- 
citing Uterme Contraction. 


By Wittutam Grirritu, Esy. 


Case 1.—On Thursday, June 5th, about 
4 a.m., I was called to attend Mrs. : 
of Eccleston Street, wtat. 43, of spare habit 
and short stature ; she was in labour with 
her first child; pains very slight ; os uteri 
sufficiently dilated to admit the finger, and 
very hard, rigid, and unyielding. In this 
state she continued for three days. Cir 
cumstances would not admit of venesection. 
On the Sunday, about half past seven, a.m., 
I directed an enema to be administered, and 
to be repeated in three hours. About 12, 








USE OF THE ERGOT OF RYE. 


the parts were considerably relaxed ; at 
3 p.m., enema repeated. Four o'clock, os 
uteri dilated to about the size of half-a- 
crown ; pains very weak. I ruptured the 
membranes, and the uterus still remaining 
very inactive, I gave her half a drachm of 
the ergot of rye in powder, and infused two 
drachms more in six ounces of boiling water. 
A fourth part of the infusion was given at in- 
tervals of fifteen minutes, and in ten minutes 
after taking the second dose, the child was 
born, and the placenta quickly followed. 
The effect produced by the ergot on this 
occasion, induced my having recourse to 
it in 

Case 2.—On the evening of Wednesday, 
Aug. 6th, my attendance was speedily re- 
quested upon Mrs. L., who had been seized 
with acmost profuse hemorrhage. On my 


arrival, I was informed that she was three 

months advanced in pregnancy (a period at 

which, on two former occasions, she had 

miscarried.) On examination, | ascertained 

that the os uteri was very dilatable. As the 

and the pa- 
1 hee 


hemorrhage had lasted so long, 
tient was exceedingly reduced, 
anxious to expedite the delivery, and for this 
purpose, administered gr. xxxvj. of the 





plained of much pain about the pubic region. 
The ergot was repeated in two half drachm 


almost immediately after taking the last 
dose, a very large ro.ypus was expelled, 
(of which | have made a preparation,) and 
the hemorrhage ceased. The polypus is of 
the fleshy kind, pyriform ; has a pedicle, 
and being hollowed out, it entataedle large 
quantity of congealed blood, with some 
fatty substance. 


Lower Eaton Street, Sept, 25th, 1828, 


REGULATIONS AT 8T. BARTHOLOMEW’S 
HOSPITAL. 


Hospital Attendance.—Mr. Earle has been 
in the habit, during the summer months, of 
visiting the Hospital at eight o'clock in the 
morning ; and he took the opportunity of 
stating to the pupils, in one of the wards, 
on Saturday last, that after having maturely 
considered, the times when the surgeons 
ought to visit, most advantageously to 
the pupils, he had come to the conclu- 
sion, that the best plan would be for him 
to continue going through his wards at 
eight o'clock throughout the winter, and 
giving a clinique regularly once aweek. By 
this arrangement the pupils would have 
the opportunity of going round with Mr. 
Lawrence at half-past twelve every Mon- 
day, Wednesday, and Friday ; with him- 
self at eight; and Mr, Vincent, at half- 
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past twelve, every Tuesday and Thursday ; 
and of meeting all the surgeons on Satur- 
day at noon. He recommended this ar- 
rangement to the consideration of the pupils, 
who were to let him know their opinions in 
the course of a week, and with the wish of 
the majority he would cheerfully comply. 


Apothecary Airs.—Mr. Lloyd has lately, on 
several occasions, complained bitterly of 
the non-supply of medicine to patients, 
agreeably to the prescriptions. atients 
have left the Hospital, and afterwards 
complained, that for many days they had 
not what was ordered for them. Others, 
yet in the Hospital, have been found in 
the same condition. On investigation, the 
abuse has been found to rest with Master 
Wheeler, the apothecary, who assumes to 
himself the right of making rules, with 
such regal pomp, that, unless such new- 
fangled regulations are sacredly complied 
with in all respects, were patients gasp- 
ing their last, a particle of medicine is 
not permitted to pass from the shop! The 
existence of these pedantic rules often re- 
mains unknown for avery considerable time, 
and, when disclosed, these laws are not 
only incomprehensible to the nurses and 
dressers, but, as they say, would require 
and even puzzle Old Harry himself to un- 
derstand. Why is it that governors, sur- 
geons, and dressers, are to be thus treat- 
ed by this functionary, and the lives of 
patients tampered with in such a manner? 
Does not this require the authoritative in- 
terference of the Governors? If they are 
ignorant of the “ growing evil,’’ ought not 
the surgeons, who have a dignity to sus- 
tain, at once to call for their interposition ? 


Post-mortem Examinations.—The pupils are 
unceasing in their complaints respecting 
the uninstructive manner in which this very 
important subject is regarded. Eaminations 
are rare; and those which do take place 
are conducted in the most irregular manner. 
Mr. Weekes, the house surgeon, on enter- 
ing into office, tendered his services to 
make these examinations regularly at a 
given period of the day, and to keep 
notes of every case. Mr. Lloyd has re- 
peatedly made a similar tender, yet this 
branch of instruction, it may be suid, is 
wholly unattended to. Mr. Lioyd stated to 
the pupils, in the wards, the other day, that 
he should again make an offer of his ser- 
vices. He thought he should be able to 
prevail on the Governors to make an order, 
that all dying in the house should be exa- 
amined ; if not, at any rate, that he should 
be at liberty to make the examination in 
all cases where it was possible to effect it 
without such an order, and that even then 
essential advantage would be afforded to 
the student. How desirable to the body of 





pupils would this be! On what ground, 
or pretence, is it that the Governors, 
who must be the only individuals to blame, 
do not pass such a regulation as will 
ensure to the pupils this important right, 
which they pay dearly for, and which jus- 
tice alike to themselves and the community 
entitles them to demand? Do the Govern- 
ors entertain a dread of making the young 
men too well qualified to practise the heal- 
ing art? Some miserably morbid notion 
must exist in their minds on this point, 
which it is earnestly hoped they will speedily 
be relieved from. 

Regularity in Dressing —It has been con- 
sidered, that it would be of great use to the 
pupils at large, if some particular period of 
the day were named for the dressers to 
begin their duties ; because then the pupils 
would know when they might have the 
opportunity by attending, of seeing, and 
examining any cases they might deem im- 
portant. Some such regulation as this 
would, no doubt, be particularly serviceable, 


ISLINGTON DISPENSARY. 


Dra. Ganpen, or Gorpon, has resigned the 
office of Physician, and Mr. Witttam 
Kixcpown that of Surgeon, to this institu- 
tion. The Committee having resigned also, 
candidates for these offices had better ad- 
dress themselves to the Governors, through 
the medium of the newspapers ; otherwise, 
their applications may get into improper 
channels. 


A CASE OF HYPERTROPHY AND RUPTURE, 
OF THE URINARY BLADDER. 


By Artuvr Garry, M.D. 


Bensamim MorGan, etat. thirty-two, of 
the sanguineo - melancholic temperament, 
small in stature, but stoutly made, had a 
gonorrhe about five years ago, of which 
he was quickly cured; but shortly after, 
the stream of his urine became smaller 
than usual, It continued so for a length of 
time, but as he suffered no pain, he did not 
consider that any evil consequence would 
result. He continued in this state for more 
than three years, without any unpleasant 
symptom exhibiting itself, more than that 
he was obliged to increase his efforts t« 
discharge the contents of the bladder. 
Within the last year, the difficulty in pass- 
ing urine became much greater, and, at in- 
tervals, was somewhat distressing ; but it 
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never amounted to an actual stoppage till 
the present attack. During all this time 
he pursued his businesi—that of a news- 
man, serving newspapers at the houses of 
citizens and at public offices, his general 
health being pretty good. He occasionally 
indulged in the use of spirituous liquors, 
but was not a habitual tippler. He never 
took medical advice for the urinary symp- 
toms, as he considered his disease to be 
gravel, which, though it might annoy him, 
yet he believed it would never kill; hence 
he neglected to take any remedy. 

When I was called to see this man on 
Friday, the 25th ult., at 22, Charles Street, 
I learned the above particulars. I found 
him in great agony: his abdomen was 
greatly distended, and so painful that the 
slightest touch occasioned him to scream; 
there was at intervals, or when he took 
any drink, violent vomiting ; his pulse was 
quick and tremulous, his countenance mise- 
rably anxious, and his breathing very much 
hurried, These symptoms, as | was in- 


formed, came on rather suddenly. The | 
evening before, he was in isis usual state of | 
health, and went to stool, when, without | 





that the bladder had burst. I felt something 
d to the end of the instrument, which, 
from its elastic feel, 1 thought to be a poly- 
pus of the bladder I withdrew the instru- 
ment, and gave my opinion to his friends that 
his life could not be preserved. In the course 
of the evening all his symptoms became 
aggravated ; violent stercoraceous vomiting 
came on, and he expired in the course of 
the night. I obtained leave to open the 
body the next day, when the following ap- 
arances were observed: —On cutting 
through the parietes of the abdomen into 
its cavity, there issued out about three 
quarts of urine. The peritoneum was much 
thickened with flakes of coagulable lym 
dispersed upon it, The villous coat of t 
stemach was, very vascular, and somewhat 
thickened, The lining of the duodenum 
was more vascular than natural; but, on 
the whole, there were little more than 
signs of incipient inflammation throughout 
the remainder of the intestinal canal, which 
was occupied entirely by flatus. I put dowa 
my hand into the pelvis, to feel for the 
bladder, and discovered it projecting a 
little from under the pubes, in the form of 


any previous pain, he felt something, as it}@ bard, scarcely elastic mass, like to a 


were, jump up suddenly in his belly; and rong Be erg myer fy by 


from that moment he became unable to pass 
any urine, neither could he discharge the 
contents of the bowels. After some little time 
his belly swelled, and he was very sick. An 
apothecary was sent for, who introduced, 
or attempted to introduce, a catheter; for | 
could not learn whether the instrument had 
passed into the bladder or not. No urine, 
or feces, had been discharged for nearly 
twenty-hours before I saw him. I attempted 
to introduce a tolerable-sized catheter which 
1 bad with me, but 1 found it impossible to 
get it in further than about two inches and 
a half, the urethra being hard and con- 
tracted within that distance of its orifice. 
From the great distention of the abdomen, 
the feel of fluctuation even as high as the 
epigastric region, and the man stating that 
he did not feel as if he had any water to 
make, I was led to suspect that the bladder 
had burst. While I went to obtain a small 
sized catheter, I ordered him to be bled, to 
have pills of colocynth, calomel, and opium, 
followed by a terebinthinate enema, and to 
have occasional doses of effervescing mixture. 
I also directed that a warm bath should be 
procured. On my return, | found that the 
medicines had produced one copious dejec- 
tion, but no urine had passed ; and he ex- 
pressed himself much relieved by the bleed- 
ing and the discharge from his bowels. As 
a warm bath could not be procured, | tried 
without, to introdace a very small-sized 
catheter, which, after much resistance and 
some delay, | got into the bladder, but no 
water came. This confirmed my suspicion 





schirrus uterus. By removing the intes- 


terior part I found it thin for about an inch 
square, in the middle of which was a hole 
with three flaps, evidently produced by 
rupture. There was no mark of ulceration. 
The sides, in all directions, with the ex- 
ception of this small portion, were increased 
in thickness to about half an inch, hard, 
and almost as unyielding as cartilage, In 
cutting, it offered much resistance to the 
knife, giving a sensation to the hand as if 
the blade was passing through bundles of 
whip-chord. The interior presented large 
bundles of white strong chords, resembling 
small catgut strings, intersecting each other 
like the musculi pectinati in the heart, but 
more prominent, and leaving the interstives 
more marked and deeper. ‘he mucous 
covering on those was smooth and glossy, 
but scarcely thickened. The cavity of the 
organ was lessened in all directions, and 
could not contain more than four or five 
ounces of fluid. The space on the posterior 
part, which remained thin, was the only 
portion which was yielding, and this seemed 
to have been much stretched before it gave 
way. Round the spot where the rupture 
took place, the characteristics of the parie- 
tes of this organ were lost; as, by the 
slightest press with the finger, it would 
tear with edges, as if a cutting instrument 
had been applied. As 1 was anxious to get 
it away, for the purpose of making a prepa- 
ration, I was obliged to effect my pur- 
clandestinely, and with expedition, and 

cut it out, taking the prostate gland with 
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it. This gland was a good deal diseased, | seized with severe pain, which obliged him 
having a proportionable imcrease in size to | to relinquish his work for a few days. The 
the coats of the bladder, It was hard and/ pain, which continued upwards of three 
unyielding, and cut like semicartilage. If| months afterwards, became of a dall aching 
cut from the bladder, ty itself it would | character, and extended downwards on the 
weigh about an ounce. There were several | inner side of the thigh. At the expiration 
strictures of long standing in the course of|of about four months from the receipt of 
the urethra, and it was these, and the dis-| the injury, it entirely left him ; but shortly 
eased state of the prostate gland, which pr a tumour appeared in the groin. 
gave such resistance to the introduction of | This continued to increase during eight 
the smallest sized catheter. ‘The ureters} months, and by degrees it extended itself 
were enlarged to some distance ap from the | low down upon the inner side of the thigh. 
bladder. 1 did not get time from the friends | Up to this time, however, he persevered in 
to examine the kidneys, and all I could learn | following his employment. ie length his 
was, that the man never complained of any | health became so exceedingly impaired, and 
unpleesant sensation in the regions of these | he found himself so unable to work, that he 
organs during life. I have made a prepara-| consulted Mr. Castle, of Bermondsey, un- 
tiou of the bladder and prostate, which | | der whose care he remained a short time, 
have presented to my talented friend, Dr. | and then applied to the Hospital. 

Davis, of this city, for the instruction of| At the time of admission, the tumour, 
his pupils, | which occupied the inner side of the thigh, 

The only inference which I would ven- | was of considerable size, and easily dilated 
tare to make from the preceding imper- | on coughing. ‘lhe integuments covering it 
fect detail, is, that the strictures in the were soft, and yielding; and at one part 
urethra were the primery cause of the in-| red and inflamed. In a few days after ad- 
creased growth of the bladder. ‘They con- mission, it burst, and nearly two quarts of 
tinued for more than four years, offering re- | purulent matter escaped, ‘he patient was 
sistance to the passage of the urine, and /| pale, and very much emaciated ; the bowels 
consequently for the same space of time | were tolerably regular, but the appetite was 
the muscular fibres of the bladder were ex- | defective ; the pulse small, quick, and fee- 
cited to more than usual efforts to overcome | ble ; tongue white in the centre, but red at 
by their force, the resistance which was/the tip and edges, and the papille were 
made. Increased exercise of muscular | slightly raised. he cheeks were frequently 
fibres, caused them to increase in strength | flushed, the pupils dilated, and the counte- 
and growth. Here there was evident cause | mance shrunk and wan. He had evening 
for the more than ordinary exercise of the exacerbations and morning sweats, and, in- 
muscular fibres of the bladder, and the result | deed, all the symptoms of hectic. The urine 
was a more then ordinary thickvess and | was high-coloured, and deposited a brick- 
strength. I do not think it surpassing pro. | dust sediment. He was immediately put 
bability to believe, that, if the strictures | upon a generous diet. Ordered to take of 
had been attended to in time, and had been | the sulphate of quinine one grain; eight 
cured, that the morbid growth of the pa-| drops of the diluted sulphuric acid, with 
rietes, and the other morbid appearances of | two ounces of the infusion of roses, twice 
the bladder, never would have come on. a-day, and wine and porter daily. 

June 4. The opening in the abscess had 
nearly closed, and Mr. Key, on examining 
the part, found that the fluctuation here- 
tofore felt on coughing, no longer ex- 
isted, although there were 3 or 4 ounces of 
pus under the integuments. The bag of 
GUY’S HOSPITAL. the abscess was thin and flaccid, and the 
secretion of the pus had evidently decreased. 
The patient said, he thought he felt a 
CASE OF PSOAS ABSCESS TREATED BY | little better, but his symptoms were but 

INJECTION. very little ameliorated. The bowels were 
costive. Mr. Key wished that what pus 
was left in the cyst should be evacuated, 
and that a lotion, composed of two grains 
of the sulphate of zinc to two ounces 
of water, should be injected once a day 
into the cyst. The limb to be bandaged 
with a roller carried up to the groin, in order 
to produce, if possible, cohesion of the sides 
of the cavity. ‘The patient was ordered to 
take two grains of the sulphate of quinine, 


Upper Ormond Quay, Dublin, 
7th August, 1828, 





Joun Cocxe, etat. 23, by occupation a 
paper-maker, of spare habit, fair com- 
plexion, and scrofulous appearance, was ad- 
mitted into Lazarus Ward on the @\st of 
May, under the care of Mr. Key. 

He stated, that about 15 months since, as 
he was tightening a screw, the instrument 
slipped, and in the sudden jerk which he 
received, he felt that he had wrenched his 
back, ashe termed it. Ile was immediately 
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half a drachm of the sulphate of magnesia, more defined, and she oceasionally feit 
30 drops of tincture of henbane, and one severe lancinating pains, which were at 
ounce of water, twice a-day. | times so acute as to cause her to start from 
It was found, that the injection produced her sleep. It was on account of these 
a slight accession of fever; it was, there-| pains alone that she was led to consult 
fore, discontinued, and he was ordered to the Junior Surgeon, who'advised its removal. 
take a small quantity of the effervescing) The operation was performed in the usual 
mixture every six hours, till the excitement manuer, on Tuesday, the 2d of September, 
had subsided. last. The elliptical incisions were made 
June 26, A considerable part of the sides nearly in the transverse direction. The 
of the abscess has cohered, and the discharge wound has since united by adhesion, and 
has very much decreased, The hectic symp- | the patient is doing perfectly well. 
toms have abated, and the patient is decided-| The tumour, on dissection, displayed that 
ly better. The appetite has improved, the striated appearance characteristic of scir- 


morbid appearance of the tongue is not so} 
distinctly marked, and the morning perspi- | 
rations have left him. The injection was 
again tried, without producing any ill effect. | 
July 13. The abscess has nearly healed, | 
but he has become decidedly more ema- 
ciated. Within the last month he has suf- 
fered much from a pain in his back, and last 
week, a large fluctuating tumour made its 
appearance in the loins, on the opposite 
side from which the disease appeared origi- 
nally to have commenced, but which Mr. 
Key believes to be connected with it. This 
tumour seems disposed to point externally. 
The hectic symptoms have again been esta- | 


rhous disease. 


List of Cases admitted into Guy's Hospital, Sep- 
tember 10, under the care of Mr. Morgan. 
Job's Ward, No. 19.—Naethan Euscomb, 

ztat. 28, disease of the elbow-joint. 
Lazarus, No. 12.—Daniel Cumming, #t. 

36, ulceration of the leg. 

No. 10 —John Williams, xt. 10, 
phlegmonous inflammation of the thigh. 
No. 19.—John Croft, et. 40, 
ulcerated leg. 
Luke's, No. 20.—Thos. Paise, xt. 38, dis- 
ease of the sterno-clavicular articulation. 
The venereal cases were but of a mild 


blished. The evening exacerbations are re- character. There was one genuine case of 
gular and severe, and the colliquative sweats jepra syphilitica admitted. 


very copious, On the 24th the tumour was) 
opened, and not less than a pint and a half of 
pus evacuated. A piece of lint was inserted 
in the opening to prevent its closing, and a, 
linseed-meal poultice applied. The tongue | 
is now morbidly red, the pulse irritable | 
and quick ; appetite defective ; nights sleep- | 
less, and bowels relaxed. Emaciation has | 
increased to a great extent, and the poor) 
fellow is gradually sinking. He was or-| 
dered to take chalk mixture, with laudanum, 
occasionally, He has a mutton chop daily, 
and an increased quantity of wine and porter. 
Notwithstanding the profuseness of the dis- 
charge, and the extremely reduced state of 
the patient, yet he lingered out till the 4th 
of the present month, when he expired. 
The body was removed by the friends, 
and consequently no inspection took place. 


MALIGNANT DISEASE OF THE BREAST, 


Mary Hearn, etat. 45, of middle stature, 
was admitted into Mary’s Ward, Aug. 27, 
under the care of the Junior Surgeon. She 
stated that she had been unable to suckle 
with the right breast ever since a month 
after her first confinement, and from that 
time it had become hard and occasionally 
painful, She has had several children, and 
each time on the commencement of the 
secretion of the milk the breast had felt 
very painful. Since she had ceased to 
suckle it had become much harder and 





Mary's Ward, No. 1.—Eliz, Arnold, xt, 
20, ulcerated leg. 

Martha's Ward, No. 4.— West, 
zt. 5, disease of the thumb. 

No. 1,.—Louisa Hooke, 

wt. 17, scalded leg. 

Chapel Ward, No. 5.—Jane Deeper, xt. 
40, erysipelas of the leg. 

Lydia's, No. 20.—Mary Peach, et. 21, 
inflammation of the knee-joint. 


MALIGNANT TUMOUR OF THE BREAST. 


Elizabeth Pegram, etat. 21, of spare 
habit, was admitted into Dorcas Ward, on 
the 15th of August, under the care of the 
** Senior Surgeon.” 

She stated, that about twelve months 
back, she accidentally discovered a tumour 
in her breast, which at that time was not 
larger than a nut. It was uniformly hard, 
and she occasionally felt a dull aching pain. 
Finding that it increased, she consulted a 
surgeon, by whose advice it was repeatedly 
leeched, and a course of alterative medi- 
cines was pursued. Within the last two 
months the swelling increased more rapidly 
than ever, and the pain which at first she 
had only felt occasionally, was now more 
frequent, and of much longer duration. Un- 
der these circumstances, she came under 
the care of Mr. Key, who tried various 
means, but without any beneficial effect, 
and he then advised an operation ; she ac- 





mam et 2. Gh SG @ th 


a. tn tn ce Gy Os a Oe 


LISTS OF PATIENTS ADMITTED. 


cordingly came into the Hospital for that | 
rpose. When admitted, the tumour was | 
hard and firm, but was perfectly moveable. 
Handling it created a dull aching pain, 
which lasted for some hours afterwards. 

The operation was performed on the 25th 
of August, and the tumour was found to be 
contained in a perfect cyst, which was also 
excised. A section of the diseased part pre- 
sented a granulated appearance. It was 
excessively hard, but there were no appear- 
ances of striz, or of any deposite of that pe- 
culiar matter which is found in true scir- 
thus. Various opinions were advanced as 
to its mature; some asserting that it was a 
chronic enlargement of an absorbent gland, 
and others, that it was fungoid disease. 
It is certain, however, that it was of a 
sufficiently suspicious character to justify 
its removal, 

On the second day after the operation, an 
erysipelatous inflammation attacked the 
wound, and speedily extended itself over 
the chest to the arm. The dressings were 
immediately removed, acold bread poultice 
was applied to the wound, and a lotion, com- 
posed of the carbonate of ammonia, spirit 
of wine, and water, was ordered to be kept 
constantly applied to the inflamed parts, 
Five grains of calomel were prescribed. 

28. The inflammation has increased con- 
siderably. The cheeks are flushed; pulse 
120, quick, and hard; bowels relieved 
twice, and the evacuations exceedingly of- 


| 





fensive, Tongue loaded with alight yellow 
fur ; surface hot, sometimes a clammy per- 
spiration supervenes, Ordered to take two 
drachms of the sulphate of magnesia in pep- 
permint water immediately, and a saline 
effervescing draught every six hours after 
the bowels have been evacuated. 

30. Has passed a restless night. The 
inflammation still continues; the wound is 
dry and inflamed ; tongue loaded ; pulse 
irritable and quick, and the cheeks much 
flushed. This morning vomiting came on, 
and she was ordered to discontinue the 
fever medicines, and to take ten grains of 
calcined magnesia, and two ounces of pep- 
permint water every eight hours. 

Sept. 1. She has had a very sleepless 
night. The skin is still clammy and hot ; 
cheeks flushed. The stools are still exces- 
sively offensive. The erysipelatous inflam. 
mation has extended to the opposite arm 
and shoulder. Ordered to take three grains 
of calomel immediately, and a grain of 
opiam at night. 

3. The opium procured a good night, 
but the febrile symptoms are not abated. 
The bowels have been copiously purged, 
and the stools are less offensive. Ordered 
to take two grains of quicksilver and chalk, 
and two of the extract of — night and 
morning. There is a slight discharge of 
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puriform fluid from the wound, and less 
surrounding inflammation. 

4. Much better to-day ; last evening she 
had rigors, and suppuration is now estab- 
lished. The tongue less coated ; pulse less 
irritable, and the inflammation very much 
subsided. An emollient poultice was applied 
to the wound, and she was ordered to con- 
tinue her medicines. 

Wine, and a generous diet. 

5. Better in every respect, though she is 
much debilitated and nervous. The dis- 
charge from the wound is getting thicker, 
and is more copious; ordered four grains 
of subcarbonate of ammonia ia water, three 
times a day. 

11, She has continued improving to the 
present date; the erysipelas has entirely 
left her; healthy granulations are forming, 
and the wound is fast healing. Ordered to 
take a dose of calomel and rhubarb occa- 
sionally. 

22. The wound has nearly healed, and 
the patient is now convalescent. 


List of Patients admitted September 17, under 
the Care of the Junior Surgeon. 


Dorcas’ Ward, No. 28.—Elizabeth Row, 
wtat.15, glandular disease of the neck. 

Naaman's Ward, No. 12. — Alexander 
Gladstone, tat. 38, ulcer of the leg. 

Luke’; Ward, No. 27, Jobn Cutts, ztat. 
46, ulcer of the leg. 

No. 21.—Paul Kingston, etat, 30, contu- 
sion of the foot. 

No. 19.—John Clallderbach, wtat. 57, 
fistula in ano. 

No. 25.—Thomas Sweeney, etat. 53, ulcer 
of the legs. 

Job's Ward, No, 4.—James Lay, ulcer of 
the leg. 


ST. THOMAS'’S HOSPITAL. 


L’st of Patients admitted under the care of 
Mr. Travers, Sept. 18th. 


Ludia’s Ward, No. 7.—Jane Tite, xt. 
inflammation of the thigh. 

Queen's Ward, No. 23.—Jane Haugley, 
wtat 17, large ulcer of the fauces. 

Aun’s Ward, No. 14.—Mary Gadney, 
etat. 49, external piles, 

Mary's Ward, No. 4.—Matilda Mears, 
wtat. 18, ulcerated leg. 

Edward’s Ward, No. 11.—William Shrimp- 
ton, stat. 3%, contusion of the shoulder. 

Abraham's Ward, No. 19.—Edw. Wright, 
etat. 30, ulcerated legs. 

George's Ward, No. 12.—John Foley, 
wtat. 57, inflammation of the leg. 

No. 29.—John Connor, etat, 46, chronic 


23, 





30 LITHOTOMY.— 


FRACTURES. 


enlargement of the testicle; ulceration of | He was immediately conveyed to the hos- 


the tonsils, and pains in the limbs. 
Jacob's 
etat. 46, fractured ribs. 


pital, where, on examination, it was found 


Ward, No. 4.—James Casson, | that there was a large wound of the scalp, 


with an extensive fracture of the skull, just 


Isaae’s Ward, No. 9.—Frederick Carrick, | at the upper and posterior part of the os 
tat. 40, strumous ophthalmia—opacity of | frontis, extending imto the parietal bone. 


the cornea. 


There was considerable depression on one 
side of the fracture, and a large piece of 
bone was found so loose and detached, that 


OPERATION OF LITHOTOMY BY MR. GREEN. | jt was readily removed with the forceps. 


On Tuesday, Sept. 9, Mr. Green per-| 
formed the operation of lithotomy upon a 
young man, about @1 years of age. The 
patient had had difficulty and pain in mek- 


ing water for ten years, but had never had | and lacerate the brain. 


medical advice; although, within the Inst 


The wound was then dilated, and the de- 
pressed portion removed with a trephine. 
This portion of the bone had been so much 


driven in as to wound the dura mater, 


When admitted, 
the child was insensible to surrounding ob- 


two years, his sufferings had occasionally jects; but he was sensible of pain, and in an 


been very severe. 





hour afterwards was much more so. 


The 


He applied to the Hospital on Monday, | pupils were much dilated. 


the ist of September, at which time Mr. 


After the operation, the wound was 


Green sounded him, and immediately de- lightly dressed, and the patient placed in 


tected a stone. 


He was taken in on the | bed. 


Ile remained tolerably quiet for some 


following Thursday, and the operation was hours: in the night, however, re-action 
performed four days afterwards. The stone | Came on, and early on Sunday morning he 
was of large size, and twice receded from | was bled in the neck to four ounces, The 
the grasp of the forceps. The operation | pulse was very rapid, and exceedingly small ; 
was very well performed, Mr. Green, as | Skin hot, and dry. The pupils remained an- 


usual, employing the gorget. 


10. Passed a good night; the urine has | 
flowed freely through the wound; there is} 
no tenderness of the belly. | 


| 


11. Slept the greater part of the night ; 
the belly is soft and free from tenderness ; 


|alterably dilated ; and he lingered out till 


Monday, when he expired. 
Inspectio Cadaveris. 
On removing the sealp, it was found that 


the fracture was of a radiated description, 


some of the urine has escaped by the penis. | extending almost in every direction through 
The bowels not yet moved. Ordered a dose the frontal bone, by several cracks, to 


of castor oil. 

13. He has passed rather a restless night. | 
The castor cil produced much nausea and 
vomiting. He complains of considerable 
tenderness of the belly; the tongue is 
white, pulse jerky, and quick. Bled to ten 
ounces, Fomentations ordered to be ap- 
plied to the abdomen, 

14. He passed a good night ; the bleed- 


| the nose, and likewise downwards and back- 
wards to the occipital and parietal bones 
upon each side. 
and dura mater, there was found extensive 
abrasion of the surface of the brain beneath 
the fracture ; there was considerable extra- 
vasation upon the back part of the right be- 
|misphere, and on the anterior pert of the 

left hemisphere a large abscess was found, 


On removing the calvaria 


ing and fomentations relieved the febrile | containing nearly an ounce of pus. 


The pulse is softer and less| 


symptoms. 


quick than yesterday; tongue less furred, | Pie pneatuns a7 sun enameen, Gone 
| $a) - , 


and there is no tenderness of the abdo- 
men. 

Sept. 22. We have visited him daily to 
the present date, and he is now fast reco- 
vering. 


COMPOUND FRACTURE OF THE SKULL, WITH 
DEPRESSION OF THE BONE—LACERATION 
OF THE DURA MATER—LESION OF THE 
BRAIN. 

Macleary, a boy about seven years of aye, 

was admitted into Henry’s Ward on the 

forenoon of Saturday, the 15th of Septem- 
ber, under the care of Mr. Green. 
His friends stated, that he had fallen out 

of a first floor window, (a height of about 16 

feet,) and pitched upon the top of his head. 





EXTENSIVE DEPRESSION. 


On Thursday forenoon last, another fatal 
case of fracture of the skull, with depres- 
sion, was brought into the hospital. 

The patient was a muscular old man, 
about sixty years of age. It appeared from 
the evidence given by those who brought 
him, that he had fallen a considerable height 
from a ladder, and had pitched first upon 
the vertex of his head, and afterwards, by a 
kind of rebounding motion, upon his back 
and occiput. When admitted, he was per- 
fectly insensible. The Ly ve were dilated, 
breathing difficult and stertorovs, pulse 
labouring and intermitting, and he he- 
morrhage from the mouth and left ear. 
There was no wound upon the scalp; upon 
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COMPOUND FRACT 


the vertex there was a little contusion, 
and extravasation beneath the scalp, and 
an indistinct crepitus was felt. Upon exa- 
mining the occiput, however, a most ex- 
tensive fracture was detected, and a large 
portion of the occipital bone could be felt 
to be driven in under the parietal. Reaction 
never took place, and the patient died in 
about an hour after his admission. 

The body was immediately removed by 
the friends, and consequently no inspection 
was permitted. 


ST. GEORGE’S HOSPITAL. 


COMPOUND FRACTURE OF THE skULL — 
OPERATION ON THE FOURTH DAY BY 
MR. R. KEATE—DEATH. 

James Parker, a labouring man, of about 

34 years of age, was admitted, on the ¢d of 

September, under the care of Mr. Keate. 


It appears that, in an affray with some Irish- | 


URE OF THE SKULL, 


the bleeding, the pulse became more full ; 
bowels open ; pupils fixed; skin of a yel- 
| low hue. 


6. To-day Mr. Keate enlarged the wound, 
and, on exposing the bone, a fracture was 
perceived, extending from the upper and 
janterior part of the parietal bone; three 
\cireular pieces of bone were removed, and 
la great quantity of bleod was discovered 
\lying on the dura mater. The integument 
|was brought together by ligature. Some 
|time after the operation, he seemed a little 
|more sensible, and is capable of being 
roused when spoken to; the pupils are a 
|little more active; pulse frequent, but 
| small; bowels open. 


| 7. More sensible when roused, but gene- 
| rally continues in a dozing state; at times, 
| however, starting, and talking incoherently. 
| Pulse, bowels, and pupils the same ; tongue 
lrather furred. Continue the medicine. 


‘a 


| 8. Palse rising; skin hot; bled to eight 


ounces. 
9. To day ho is worse, but, when roused, 


men, he received two or three violent blows | Still answers questions; pulse 110, and 
on the head, which rendered him insensi-| bard; skin hot; has been blooded to the 
ble, in which state he was conveyed home, | ¢xtent of 12 ounces ; blood inflamed. 

and on the second day after the accident,) 10, Yesterday he had a shivering fit, 
was brought to the Hospite!, still in an in-/ which lasted upwards of tea minutes. To 
sensible state, but capable of being roused | day he appears better ; the wound is heal- 


when loudly spoken to. On examination,| ing. Continue the medicine. 
there appeared a superficial scalp wound, | 11. He was cupped yesterday, and six 


a anaee fae oo _— bones | ounces of blood abstracted. Complains of 


sid ¢ |pain in head; pupils rather more active ; 
side. He was extremely restless, and when S cestlinduaen, Wanain aeaneae 

disturbed, became very noisy; pupils di-| so sae . 

lated ; pulse about 90, but weak; he was; 12. Rather better. 

blooded to the extent of 16 ounces, which; 43. Rather better, and answers most 
was repeated in a few hours, and 8 ounces questions putto him. The sulphate of mag- 


taken away. An aperient draught ordered. 
3. He was rather quieter when we first 


saw him to day, but towards the afternoon |. 


became very restless ; during the night, he 
continued in a very disturbed state, so much 
80, a8 to require confinement; pulse 82; 
bowels freely opev ; pupils still sluggish. 
He was ordered saline medicine, with two 
drachms of sulphate of magnesia every 
sixth hour. He answers questions with 
great difficulty; complains of pain in the 
head. 

4. In the same state as yesterday ; en- 
deavours to get out of bed, and exhibits 
other symptoms of continual restlessness ; 
during the night he had two strong convul- 
sions. Bowels open, pulse 90, and pupils 
fixed; the bandage slipped during the 
night, and he lost four or five ounces of 

5. Has had several convulsions; his 
breathing is now laborious, and he is inca- 
pable of being roused. Has again been 
blooded to the extent of 8 ounces, After 


nesia has been omitted in his medicine. 


14. Has another shivering fit this morn- 
ing, and now complains much of bis head ; 
pulse 150, and feeble ; bowels open. 


15. The shivering returned last night in 
a violent manner ; the pulse this morning 
scarcely perceptible, About noon the man 
died. 


On the post-moriem examination, it was 
found that the fracture extended to the left 
side of the head, as far as the petrous por- 
tion of the temporal bone, and there was great 
extravasation of fluid under the scalp. The 
dura mater was thickened, and matter 
formed on the surface of the brain, and also 
between the bone and the dura mater. The 
| thoracic and abdominal viscera were healthy, 


] 
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PRACTICAL MIDWIFERY.—SUBSCRIPTIONS. 


PRACTICAL MIDWIFERY. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 

Sta,—In justice to our British Accoucheurs, 
I feel confident you will receive and diffuse, 
by your widely-circulated Journal, these 
few lines. 

In Tue Lancer, No, 264, under the head 
** Fors1on Department,” there is a let- 
ter regarding the study of midwifery, as it is 
carried on in France. You seem to think, 
that the reproach contained in that letter 
attaching to the French schools, applies 
with equal force to ourown. It is said— 
** In fact, in Paris, and in this country, 
for the most part, there are only theore- 


tical courses, and no practical exercises under | 


the eye of the teacher; and what is obstetri- 
cal instruction without the ldtter? Howe- 
ver excellent the former may be, where will 


the student learn the art of observation?) 


Where acquire the capacity of self-acting ?” 
Now, Sir, 1 am happy in being able and 
ready, as many others are, by an examina- 
tion before any competent forum, to bear 
testimony to the fact, that at least in “ The 
London and Southwark Midwifery Institution ,”’ 
the art is practically taught by Mr. Waller, 
the Consulting Accoucheur. In his lectures, 
he omits no description of a practical point. 
He next exhibits, with the utmost minute- 
ness, the different modes and stages of par- 
turition on machinery. If he or his pupils 
deem it necessary, before they attend any 
labour, he gives them a private lesson at 
his own house, on the machinery. To 
those whom he believes to be competent to 
their management, he furnishes an unli- 
mited supply of cases; but will nut permit 
them to remain at the bed-side, without his 
presence, one moment longer than they 


fully understand every circumstance that! 


transpires. As soon as any thing occurs 
beyond their comprehension, without wait- 
ing for difficulty in the labour, they are 
obliged to send off a messenger for him: he 
attends instanter, makes an examination, 
and either goes through with the conduct 
of the case, or gets the pupil to proceed 
with it under his immediate eye—he, Mr. 
Waller, explaining every event. 

This must be greatly to Mr. Waller's cre- 
dit, as it is most serviceable to the student. 
If this be not, “‘ practical exercise under the 
eye of the teacher,” I am totally at a loss 
to know what would be; as to any daily 
visual (if | may say so) examination, by a 
class, as pregnancy proceeds; if that is 
what is meant as taking place in the Salle 
d’ Accouchement, I am satisfied that, in this 
country, not even the most depraved class 
of females would submit to it. 

Sir, I have great pleasure in subscribing 


myself 
A Purr. 


PRIZES TO DR. MACKINTOSH'S PUPILS. 


| The following gentlemen, who attended 
Dr. Mackintosh’s | in Edinburgh 
during the course of last year, received 
prizes. 

Mr. Duncan Grant, of Inverness, two prizes 
—one for an essay, another for his 
examinations. 

| Mr. Band, of Leith, two prizes—ditto ditto. 
Mr. J.P. Needham, of Yorkshire, for essay. 

| Mr. J. Duncan, Roxburghshire, ditto. 

| Mr. Colin Rogers, Perthshire, ditto. 

| Mr. J. Porteus, of St. Helena, for exami- 

| nation. 

Mr. A. Tudhope, Roxburghshire, ditto. 

Mr. F, Cooper, Durham, ditto. 

Mr, A. Anderson, Selkirkshire, ditto. 

Mr, J. Adams, Cheltenham, ditto. 

Mr, J. M‘Kay Cunningham, Ireland, ditto. 

| Mr. Dymock, Edinburgh, ditto. 

Mr. A. M‘Gregor, Leith, ditto. 

Mr, W. Crambe, Edinburgh, ditto. 

| Mr. Thomas Ward, Edinburgh, ditto. 
| Mr. Geo. A. Munro, Huntingdonshire, ditto. 
, Mr. Geo. W. Jones, Warwickshire, ditto. 


Dr. Mackiotosh considers it better to 
give a number of small prizes to his pupils, 
| than one or two of greater value; being bet- 
| ter calculated to diffuse zeal and attention. 
| His plan is also a good one, of giving some 
| premiums for essays, and others for the ex- 
aminations. He had 196 pupils, among 
whom 19 prizes were distr-buted. 








SUBSCRIPTIONS 


FOR THE DISTRESSED MEDICAL GENTLEMAN 
AND FAMILY. 


Subscriptions already received # 187 
J.S. Smith, Esq., Trinity Square.. 
W. English, Esq... .cceee seseee 
M.W. Short, Esq. ee eteeneseee 
Edmund Dale, Esq... .....4 e000 
Daniel Edwards, Esq. ...... +++ 
C. Locock, M.D. ....cecccces 
James Copland, M.D. ......0+ 
Archibald Billing, M.D. .....+ 
-R. Bennett, Esq. ....--seeees 
Jawes C. Somerville, M.D. .... 
| John North, Esq. eee ttee tere 
Thomas Willis, Esq., Baker Street 1 
Thos. Jacomb, Esq., Upper York- 


Street .. ce cecccccccecesesess 
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ERRATUM. 


At page 815, of our last No,, for “ Mr. 
Houghton,” read Mr. Houlton, 








